
COLLECT: Father, help us to live as the holy family united in and love, Bring us 

to the joy and peace of your eternal home. We ask this through our Lord Jesus 

Christ who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God for ever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING Genesis 15: 1-6 & 21: 1-3 

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be 

afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, 

“O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my 

house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, 

and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” But the word of 

the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very 

own issue shall be your heir.” He brought him outside and said, “Look toward 

heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, 

“So shall your descendants be.” And he believed the LORD; and the 

LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.  The LORD dealt with Sarah as he had 

said, and the LORD did for Sarah as he had promised. Sarah conceived and bore 

Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which God had spoken to 

him. Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God 
 

SECOND READING Hebrews 11: 8 -19 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to 

receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By 

faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah 

herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had 

promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants 

were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand 

by the seashore. By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac. He 

who had received the promises was ready to offer up his only son, of whom he 

had been told, “It is through Isaac that descendants shall be named for you.” He 

considered the fact that God is able even to raise someone from the dead—and 

figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke 

Glory to you O Lord  

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 

brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord(as it is written in the law 

of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and 

they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair 

of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose 

name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the 

consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to 

him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 

Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the 

parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the 

law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,  master, now you are 

dismissing your servant in peace,     according to your word; for my eyes have 

seen your salvation,     which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a 

light for revelation to the Gentiles     and for glory to your people Israel.” And 

the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.                                            

This is the Gospel of the Lord                                                                                

Praise to you O Christ 

Final Hymn 

Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided, 

urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 

sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided: 

Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today.                                                 

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us, 

speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 

teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us: 

Lord of the word, receive Your people's praise. 

 

Lord, for our land in this our generation, 

spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care: 

for young and old, for commonwealth and nation, 

Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 

 

Lord, for our world when we disown and doubt him, 

loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain, 

hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him: 

Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 

 

Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us - 

self on the cross and Christ upon the throne, 

past put behind us, for the future take us: 

Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone.                   Timothy Dudley Smith 


