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St George’s, Whyke, Chichester 

Trustees Annual Report for 2018 
 

 

 

This report follows the guidance documents produced by the Diocese for use in the preparation of the PCC 

Statutory Annual Report under English Law as required by the Charity Commission. 

 

 

Our aims and purposes as a charity 
 

The PCC has the responsibility of co-operating with the incumbent, The Revd Canon Timothy Peskett in: 

• The promotion of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ according to the doctrines and practices of the 

Church of England 

• Promoting in the parish the whole mission of the church, pastoral, social, evangelistic and 

ecumenical 

• To know Jesus better and make Him better known 

• Providing practical support and care for people in the parish, from the youngest to the eldest, 

irrespective of level of need or ability to pay 

• Providing financial support to those in need and to other organisations with similar objectives. 

 

 

What we planned to do to achieve our charitable objectives 
When planning the activities for the year, our incumbent and the PCC considered the Charity Commission’s 

guidance on public benefit and, the specific guidance on ‘charities for the advancement of religion’. 

The council has complied with the duty under section 5 of the Safeguarding and Clergy Discipline Measure 

2016, fully recognising its duty to have due regard to House of Bishops’ guidance on safeguarding children 

and vulnerable adults. 

For 2017 we discussed and planned the following objectives and activities to fulfil our aims: 

• Enabling as many people as possible to worship at our church 

• Enabling as many people as possible to become part of our parish community 

• Teaching, baptising and nurturing new and existing believers 

• Maintaining an overview of worship throughout the parish 

• Considering how services can involve the many groups that live within the parish 

• Putting faith into practice, through prayer and scripture, music and sacrament 

• Offering worship and prayer, learning about the Gospel, and in small group situations 

• Assisting people from all levels of society to develop their knowledge of, and trust in Jesus 

• Provision of pastoral care for people living in the parish 

• Providing assistance to the less fortunate of the parish  

• Giving grants to organisations      

• Reaching out to the unchurched through provision of the Summer Fair, Christmas Market, musical 

events, and other social functions 

• Maintaining the fabric of the church building as a focus of church and social life in the parish. 
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What we achieved and how we affected beneficiaries’ lives 

 

Attendance at worship 
The church family welcomes visitors from within as well as outside the parish boundary.  It is our pleasure to 

welcome anyone from all walks of life to take part in the life of the church.  We maintain that voluntary 

attendance to worship the Lord Jesus Christ is a major demonstration of the public benefit of our activities. 
 

The average regular weekly attendance counted during October was 130 adults and 20 children, with the 

number increasing on both Harvest Sunday and All Saints Sunday.  Over the course of the year we have 

maintained our level of attendances and it has been an encouragement to welcome new families as 

well as individuals to St George’s.  However, numbers have been affected by the relaxation of regulations 

for pupils wanting to attend Bishop Luffa CofE Secondary school, also pupils attending the recently opened 

Free School.   

      
We look to encourage the deepening of faith for all ages and alongside our services there are programmes 

for young people from toddlers through to young teenagers to partake in.  Our Monday Tots bring together 

not only pre-school children but parents also, led by our Curate it’s popularity has grown during the year. 

The weekly J-Team (Sunday School), led by a committed team of parents, meet during Sunday Mass, after 

which the children talk and demonstrate to the congregation their learning and achievement(s) of the 

morning.   There have also been other activities such as monthly film shows, Pancake party, a special 

workshop on Good Friday and a Crib service on the Third Sunday of Advent.  
 

On Mothering Sunday and again at Easter we saw a good increase in families and individuals attending the 

Family Mass – 122 attendees on Mothering Sunday and 163 attendees on Easter Sunday. 

 

On 1st October, to celebrate Harvest Thanksgiving, the Sunday Mass was taken with seating gathered around 

a central altar instead of facing the high altar.  The restructuring of the seating proved very popular with 

those attending and will be considered again for the new year. 

 

Our youth group, The Dragon Slayers, has not met for a while due to unforeseen circumstances but will be a 

project for 2018.  

 

During 2017 there have been three joint services with two other churches within the city of Chichester, 

taking it in turn to hold a festive Mass, bringing together the congregations, and enjoying social interaction 

afterwards with light refreshments. 

 

We continue our emphasis upon the family and the children’s ministry with sound support from members of 

the congregation and clergy. 

 

The church is very much aware of the requirement that all adults who have dealings with young people or 

vulnerable adults must receive DBS checks whether as new or renewed.  With the dedication of our DBS 

Administrator this requirement has been carried out for all concerned. 

 

Teaching, baptising and nurturing new and existing believers 
Our church continues to be recognised by parishioners and others as a space where life events are 

celebrated with joy and thanksgiving.  During 2017 there have been 2 weddings, 1 wedding blessing, 3 

church funerals with 2 other funerals conducted for parishioners, 5 burials of ashes, 13 baptisms and 4 

children prepared for their Holy Communion. 
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It was a delight to celebrate the baptism of the 13 little ones who had come to faith, becoming members of 

the greater church family.  The majority of baptisms took place during the Sunday Mass when the 

congregation were able to share in this special time.   

 

During 2017 we welcomed the Revd Canon Keith Richards who has become an honorary assistant priest in 

the parish.  

 

In June a full coach of the church’s family attended the ordination to the Priesthood of The Revd Toby Boutle 

at Brighton. 

 

In September 15 members of the church family took part in a parish pilgrimage to Walsingham. 

The benefits were many for those taking part; gaining a deeper experience of living life as a Christian, 

attending regular services, meeting with others from different churches, spending leisure time and meals 

together as well as deepening their commitment to Christian life.  

 

Also, during September, a Pet Service took place within the church for anyone to bring along their pet, 

whatever it was, for a short service and a blessing.  Publicity for this event had been well circulated with 

several owners and their pets traveling some distance to take part.  A Dog Show then followed the service.  

Judged by a member of the church family, a member of a local veterinary service, the two events proved to 

be very popular and no doubt will be considered for repeating.  

 

Evangelism and outreach   
Within our church a new group for carers was set up at the beginning of the year.  Led by our Curate the 

monthly event is open to all adults with caring responsibilities.  With light refreshments the Carers Group 

provide a relaxing forum for carers to meet one another, to find a listening ear, and learn about available 

support.  This group is open to all who may be a carer, not just from our parish, but from all parishes within 

the city of Chichester. 

 

During 2017 a new style parish newsletter was introduced and distributed to all households within the 

parish, free of charge. (Over 4,000 residences).  At festival times during the church’s calendar leaflets are 

also delivered publicising times of services.  During the lead up to Christmas the times of services, concerts 

and events were published in the local newspaper’s (The Observer Series), festive magazine.  This helped to 

maintain links between the church family and those who have not yet felt the need to take part in what we 

do.   

 

At the start of February, to celebrate Burns Night, a much-enjoyed celebration was held which brought 

together many people from the wider community.  

 

During term times a weekly after-noon ‘Tea & Chat’ session takes place bringing members of the wider 

community together to enjoy time in socialising over home baked refreshments and conversations.  Once a 

month a craft club takes place at these sessions where attendees are encouraged and enjoy partaking in 

making handicrafts for sale at any future fund-raising event. 

 

During July a free entry Summer Fair took place in the church’s car-park with numerous stalls.  Strawberry 

teas were provided in the adjacent Rectory gardens.  Due to weather conditions the footfall was not as great 

as in other years, but the occasion was enjoyed by all who attended; numerous good quality raffle prizes had 

been donated and were won by many members of the wider community. 

 

In September a Beetle Drive with a fish & chip supper took place, open to all, sharing fellowship with each 

other during a fun-filled social and friendly evening. 
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At the end of November, a free entry Christmas Market took place within the church centre, again with 

numerous stalls filled with gifts, crafts, bric-a-brac, raffle, refreshments etc.  Members of the wider 

community were very much represented at this event.   

 

The church has a vibrant, well attended church choir and continues to attract new members as well as 

providing music for regular church services.  The choir has also given a wonderful, well attended concert as 

part of the church’s ‘Last Friday Concert’ series.  Many attendees were not members of the church’s family. 

 

During term times a Bible Study group meet in the home of a church family, where reading of the Bible and 

lively discussions take place, deepening our understanding and faith in Jesus Christ.  This group is open to 

everybody in the parish. 

 

The 3 primary schools and 1 secondary school, all within the parish, attend the church for their end of term 

services with children actively taking part.  These services always prove very popular with the children and 

adults attending, not only for the service but the spiritual peace of being there. 

 

 Provision of the church building for people to enjoy 
It is important to us that the church is available for private prayer or to just visit and enjoy the peacefulness 

and spirituality the church provides.  This is not just for the church family but for the wider community.   

 

During 2017 the PCC took the decision to keep the church open during daylight hours for anyone who 

wished to step inside, to just sit, pray, light a candle and enjoy the peace the church provides.  A Visitors 

Book has been introduced and entries have given us heart that it was the right decision to take. 

 

During 2017 an exciting new social event was set up in the form of a ‘Last Friday in the month’ Concert.  

Internationally known as well as more local performers have taken it in turn to perform to an invariably 

packed church each month.  Entrance fees were divided 50-50 between the entertainer(s) and the church.  

This has enabled the church to raise funds of £2,700 from these events.  The last concert of 2017 took place 

during November with plans already in hand to resume them again in 2018.   A very high number of 

attendees to these concerts were not of the church’s family, with several now attending the Sunday family 

mass. 

 

Our community choir continues to flourish with, currently 50 members, mainly between 25 – 90 years of age 

with the majority of members from outside the church family.  Meeting during term times, attendees not 

only benefit from the joy of singing, but forming new friendships and sharing fun and laughter together.  The 

choir has performed two concerts this year in the church, both free entry and were very well attended by 

the wider community.  All retiring monetary gifts received were donated to local charities of the choir’s 

choice.  This year the charities supported have been Stonepillow, supporting homeless people and City 

Angels, providing a calming influence on the city streets during late evenings. 

 

Provision of pastoral care for people living in the parish 
Our Pastoral Care Team, chaired by The Revd Toby Boutle is responsible for hospital visits and home 

communions.  The team also visit two registered care homes located within the parish where monthly 

communion services are held for those too frail to attend the church.  The parish clergy visit anyone who is 

in need of pastoral and sacramental care.  

 

During 2017 several of the church’s family have become Friends of the recently introduced Anna Chaplaincy. 

With members from other local churches, training and guidance has been received.  For our church a good 

rapport has developed with the two residential care homes within our own parish, providing spiritual care to 

older people, their families and carers, whether of any faith or none.  This service is very much appreciated. 
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We are delighted to report that the church has recently been able to appoint a replacement foundation 

governor to the Rumboldswhyke Infants School, our local church school. 

 

Provision of tangible support to the less fortunate 
Members of the church are very supportive of the Chichester Food Bank, donating in a generous manner, 

with messages of appreciation and regular updates from the Bank printed in the church’s weekly bulletin. 

 

At Harvest time the children and adults presented their gifts during the Sunday Mass, with this year’s gifts 

donated to the Foodbank and Stonepillow, an organisation providing support, accommodation and guidance 

for local homeless men and women. 

 

Charitable giving 
During the period of Lent the filling of ‘Jars of Grace’ resulted in more than £200 being donated to UNICEF. 

  

Two monetary donations were made during the year to a former member of the church family who is 

currently pursuing her spiritual journey in the training for priesthood.  The bursaries, totalling £350 were to 

help her meet expenses for her next stage of training. 

 

Resulting from a concert given in June by the church’s choir and friends a donation of £250 was sent to the 

Royal School of Church Music. 

 

During July £400 was raised for Christian Aid by way of our Rector giving a free organ recital to a very well-

attended audience whose retiring donations were gratefully received. 

 

After the weekly Sunday Mass light refreshments are offered free to attendees as a way of offering 

hospitality, to make all feel welcome, particularly to new attendees.  This also occurs after certain other 

services.  To express their appreciation some will offer a small monetary donation to cover the cost of the 

refreshments.  These donations are not eligible for Gift Aid. 

 

Donations received from a number of services during the Christmas period were specifically donated 

towards a new project in providing additional night shelter for people sleeping rough in the city of 

Chichester.  Just under £600 was raised to help pay for a project manager.     

 

Financial Review   

Incoming and outgoing resources 
The PCC was grateful to receive a legacy of £6,000 from the estate of the late June Cropley, to be used as the 

PCC sees fit.  June had been a member of the church’s family for much of her life. 

 

The PCC was also grateful for a legacy of £20,000 very recently received from the estate of the late Revd 

James Rhodes-Wrigley.  Fr James had been a valued honorary assistant priest in the parish for many years.  It 

was Fr James wish that some of this money be used for the upkeep of the Garden of Remembrance in the 

parish churchyard.  

 

Sharing ministry costs of the Diocese of Chichester 
The largest expenditure of the PCC was the Parish Contribution to the Diocese which for 2017 was £69,428.  

This amount covers the housing stipends, clergy training and pension costs of the clergy.  It also covers the 

insurance of the church and our contribution to the central diocesan costs of the National Church of England.  

Due to an outstanding loan we were only able to commit to a pledge of £60,000 but once this loan has been 

cleared we aim to increase our contribution to the Diocese.  

Staff Costs 
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The PCC is fortunate in that it does not incur any office staff costs, all administration work being carried out 

by two very competent and hard-working volunteers.  For these services the PCC is most grateful.  

 

Our parish organist, also a trustee, received £5,089.60p for her duties during 2017. 

A figure of £120 was paid for the services of relief organists. 

 

Trustee payments and expenses 
The PCC supports the Incumbent by paying council tax, water and environmental charges amounting to 

£2,799.86p for the rectory. 

Expenses associated with the curate’s residence are met by the diocese. 

 

Office costs 
There have been no major purchases for the office during 2017.  However, the PCC has approved the 

purchase of a replacement computer, to replace the current old and slow model.  This purchase is planned 

to take place during early 2018.   

 

Fabric of the church building and associated work 
An ongoing issue for the roof guttering is the depositing of needles from a large Monterey Cypress tree 

adjacent to the church which has a preservation order on it.  A small team regularly remove and clear the 

blockages.  This is carried out by ladder work. 

 

During this autumn volunteers have cleared back and removed several large shrubs that had become 

invasive of the South Porch as well as blocking the light into the Lady Chapel. 

 

The PCC has recently agreed to replace fluorescent tubes with LED tubes, as and when required.  Although 

more expensive they have a guaranteed longer life and give out a brighter light. 

 

With the responsibility of an exceptionally large churchyard to keep in good order, and located away from 

the church, during 2017 there has been a concerted effort in clearing headstones of invasive ivy, strimming 

pathways and keeping headstones clear of tall grass.  A heavy-duty mower, purchased through donations, 

and a robust strimmer have enabled these tasks to be carried out on a regular basis by a team of volunteers. 

 

Money held in reserve 
It is PCC policy to invest temporarily surplus general funds with the CBF Church of England Deposit Fund, 

returning proportionately these funds to our current account, as and when finances are required to pay day-

to-day bills.   As at the end of November our reserves consist of £13,492 + £26,000 legacies received. 

 

As at 30th November the CBF Church of England Investment Fund contains £25,646. 

  

It is PCC policy to designate the net income from the church boxes and wall safe, which can be largely 

attributed to visitors to the church, to general funds.  

 

As well as holding the above general reserves, from time to time the PCC may receive restricted legacies for 

expenditure on purposes, defined by the donor.  We aim to expend such money as soon as possible after 

receiving the legacy, depending on the specific objectives of the donor.     

 

 

 



8 
 


