
FIRST READING Revelation 12: 7 - 12 

A Reading from the book of Revelation                                                         

War broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. 

The dragon and his angels fought back,  but they were defeated, and there was 

no longer any place for them in heaven. The great dragon was thrown down, 

that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the 

whole world - he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown 

down with him.  Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming,  “Now have 

come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 

authority of his Messiah, for the accuser of our comrades has been thrown 

down, who accuses them day and night before our God.  But they have 

conquered him by the blood of the Lamb  and by the word of their testimony, 

for they did not cling to life even in the face of death. Rejoice then, you 

heavens and those who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, for 

the devil has come down to you with great wrath, because he knows that his 

time is short!”                                                                                         

This is the Word of the Lord        Thanks be to God 

Please stand:    I vow to thee, my country, all earthly things above, 

Entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love;    The love that asks no 

question, The love that stands the test, that lays upon the altar The dearest 

and the best; The love that never falters, The love that pays the price, The 

love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice. 
 

 

And there's another country, I've heard of long ago, Most dear to them that 

love her, most great to them that know; We may not count her armies, We 

may not see her King; Her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is suffering; 

And soul by soul and silently Her shining bounds increase,  

And her ways are ways of gentleness, And all her paths are peace. 
 

SECOND READING 2 Timothy 2: 3 -13 

A Reading from the second letter to Timothy  

Share in suffering like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No one serving in the 

army gets entangled in everyday affairs; the soldier’s aim is to please the 

enlisting officer. And in the case of an athlete, no one is crowned without 

competing according to the rules.  It is the farmer who does the work who 

ought to have the first share of the crops.  Think over what I say, for the Lord 

will give you understanding in all things. Remember Jesus Christ, raised from 

the dead, a descendant of David—that is my gospel,  for which I suffer 

hardship, even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But the word of 

God is not chained. Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, so 

that they may also obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal 

glory.  The saying is sure: If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 
 if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he will also deny us; 
 if we are faithless, he remains faithful — for he cannot deny himself.              

This is the Word of the Lord  Thanks be to God 
 

GOSPEL John 13: 31–35 

The Lord be with you And also with you 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord 

I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.  He removes every 

branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to 

make it bear more fruit.  You have already been cleansed by the word that I 

have spoken to you.  Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot 

bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide 

in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in 

them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.  Whoever 

does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches 

are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.  If you abide in me, and my 

words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for 

you.  My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 

disciples. 

This is the gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Communion Hymn 

When a knight won his spurs, in the stories of old, 

He was gentle and brave, he was gallant and bold 

With a shield on his arm and a lance in his hand, 

For God and for valour he rode through the land.            
 

No charger have I, and no sword by my side, 

Yet still to adventure and battle I ride, 

Though back into story land giants have fled, 

And the knights are no more and the dragons are dead.              
 

Let faith be my shield and let joy be my steed 

'Gainst the dragons of anger, the ogres of greed; 

And let me set free with the sword of my youth, 

From the castle of darkness, the power of the truth. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faith_in_Christianity

