
COLLECT – Almighty God, who wonderfully created us in your own 

image and yet more wonderfully restored us through your Son Jesus 

Christ: grant that, as he came to share in our humanity, so we may 

share the life of his divinity; who is alive and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE FIRST READING – 1 Samuel 1.20-22, 24-28  

A reading from the First Book of Samuel 

Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, for she said, 

‘I have asked him of the Lord.’  The man Elkanah and all his household 

went up to offer to the Lord the yearly sacrifice, and to pay his 

vow. But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, ‘As soon as 

the child is weaned, I will bring him, that he may appear in the presence 

of the Lord, and remain there for ever; I will offer him as a Nazirite for 

all time.’ 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand to sing HYMN NO. 39 
 

THE SECOND READING – 1 John 3.1-2, 21-24 

A reading from the First Letter of John 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children 

of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know 

us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; 

what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: 

when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.    

Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before 

God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his 

commandments and do what pleases him. 

And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his 

Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 

All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. 

And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given 

us. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Open our hearts, O Lord, to accept the 

words of your Son.  Alleluia! 
 

THE GOSPEL – Luke 2.41-52 
 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you 
 

A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Every year the parents of Jesus went to Jerusalem for the festival of the 

Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for 

the festival. When the festival was ended and they started to return, the 

boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 

Assuming that he was in the group of travellers, they went a day’s 

journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and 

friends. When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to 

search for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting 

among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And 

all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 

When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to 

him, ‘Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I 

have been searching for you in great anxiety.’ He said to them, ‘Why 

were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 

Father’s house?’ But they did not understand what he said to them. 

Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was 

obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart.  

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human 

favour. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 


