
Please send your articles for the September Newsletter to Mike Nation at 152 Whyke  
Road.  Preferably by email to mnation99@hotmail.com by Friday 18th August 

What’s on a St George’s 

 
May 
Thurs 30

th
 Ascension Day, Sung Mass at 7.30pm 

Fri 31
st
   Last Friday Concert at 7.30pm:  Giles Farnaby’s Dreame Band   

  Early and contemporary recorder music, 7.30pm. 
June 
Sat 1

st
  Swearing in of Churchwardens at St George’s. 

Fri 7
th
 Thy Kingdom Come – Day of Prayer 

Sat 8
th
 Parish Ramble to the Mardens. 

Sun 9
th
 Pentecost 

Sun 16
th
  Trinity Sunday 

Thurs 20
th
 Corpus Christi, Sung Mass at 7.30pm –  

Guest preacher – the Archdeacon of Chichester, the Ven Luke 
Irvine-Capel. 

Sat 22
nd

 Solar Boat Trip from Itchenor, 1.30-3.30pm. 
Fri 28

th
  Last Friday Concert at 7.30pm:  Viva Guitarra!   

Guitar music from Linda and Zoe Kelsall-Barnett. 
July 
Sat 6

th
  St George’s Summer Fair 

Sun 7th  Vintage Teas at 152 Whyke Road 
Tues 9

th
 WRAP community choir – Summer concert. 

Sat 13
th 

 Parish Ramble to Eartham Woods. 
Sun 14

th
 Carers’ Group 

Tues 16
th
 Rumboldswhyke School leavers’ service 

Weds 17
th
 Flute Concert by the Atlantic Winds Woodwind Ensemble  

from New England, USA.  
Fri 26

th
  Last Friday Concert at 7.30pm:  The Home Team 

Mon 29
th
 Fr Tim returns from his sabbatical. 

 
August 
3

rd
 Aug Parish Ramble to Sidlesham Ferry Pond to Selsey Beach 

TBA Hymns and Pimm’s with barbeque  
Sun 11

th
 Carers’ Group 

Thurs 15
th
 Assumption of The Blessed Virgin Mary – Sung Mass 

7.30pm 

From the curate… 
 
People keep saying to me: “You must be really busy with Fr Tim 
away.” We’re a busy church and, as this summer newsletter shows, 
there is plenty going on.  
Being relentlessly busy can be spiritually problematic, though.  It can 
feed our vanity, making us feel important and needed. 
Our work might really matter, contributing to society in all sorts of 
wonderful ways.  Yet it isn’t all we are. It's not the sum of our 
identity.  That is why the Church has always valued rest, a Sabbath, a 
summer holiday.  
We are created not just for toil but to rest and to pray and to spend 
time eating, drinking, laughing, playing and singing together too. 
Rest isn’t just about refreshing ourselves so that we can be more 
efficient workers for the other six days of the week.  Our rest is 
important in itself.  For without holy rest, how will we have time to 
contemplate the beauty of God, which we glimpse in the created 
world, in the scriptures, in one another?  Without rest, how will we 
have time to look back on our working days and see when that still, 
small voice of calm was speaking to us? 
The Christian tradition of holy rest is countercultural in today’s busy 
world.  It's a gift that we should do our best to cherish. 
So, as someone who is by nature something of a workaholic, I am 
going to try to value rest – and I hope that you all find some time to 
rest and enjoy the good things in life over this summer. 
In the Church’s calendar, the summer months have some wonderful 
feast days to help us slow down and give thanks – two of my 
favourites are Corpus Christi on Thursday 20th June and the 
Assumption on  Thursday 15th August.  We’ll be keeping both with a 
sung mass here at St George’s. 
May I wish you all a happy, and a restful, summer! 
 
Fr Toby 
                                                                          

St George’s Whyke 
Newsletter Summer 2019 



Music at St George’s 

Our new series of “Last Friday Concerts” got off to a rousing start in April, 
with Fr Tim playing the magnificent Nicholson pipe organ. Earlier in the year 
there had been the opportunity for anyone who wanted to, to have a go on 
the pianos and, more particularly, the organ in the church. This was very 
successful and we hope to take part in this national initiative “Learn to Play 
Day” again next year. Start planning for your moment of fame now! 

Meanwhile the next Last Friday concert (May 31
st
) will feature the sweet 

sounds of a recorder orchestra! This will not be as you remember recorder-
playing at school, but under the direction of Christopher Burgess, the dozen 
players of ‘Giles Farnaby’s Dreame Band’ (also the title of one of the pieces) 
will use various sizes of recorder to create gentle and beautifully blended 
sounds. The warmth and clarity of the acoustic in St George’s will make for a 
delightful evening of music-making all polished off with a drink and lots of 
canapés! 

The concert at the end of June (28
th
) is being given by the highly-respected 

recitalist and teacher, Linda Kelsall Barnett.  She has inspired many 
generations of guitarists and on this occasion is being joined by her younger 
daughter, Zoe.  This promises to be an exciting and sometimes fiery evening 
of Spanish and South American guitar repertoire, including the Rodrigo 
Fantasia Para un Gentilhombre, when Zoe will be joined by Karen Kingsley 
on the piano. This concert is also part of the Festival of Chichester which 
runs for a month through June and July. 

The Last Friday in July will see the return of the Home Team in a concert that 
will be called ‘Sing We Merrily’. Fr Tim will return to demonstrate just how 
rewarding sustained practice can be!  Other familiar faces will include 
Gordon, Victoria, Guy, Derek, Ashley and, of course, the choir. This should 
be a diverse and fun-packed evening. Do come – the concerts all start at 
7.30 and u18s have free tickets! 

The choir will be taking part in a special service in the Cathedral on June 8
th
 

and/or June 15
th
.  They will join together with other choirs from affiliated 

churches throughout the diocese for a good old sing! This is run by the Royal 
School of Church Music and is an annual event.  The choirs rehearse during 
the afternoon and a large congregation would be very much appreciated at 
the service of Evensong which starts at 5.30 and lasts about 50 minutes.  We 
are particularly looking forward to the first of the two Saturdays as Alison 
Davis will be receiving a medal and certificate for the Award she successfully 
took earlier this year. 

St. George’s Serving Team Needs You! 
 
Servers are a vital part of our beautiful worship. 
Anyone is welcome to join the team – full training and support is given. 
Give it a go …just one Sunday every two months will be a great help!! 
Please speak to Nikki Edge or Jane Martin if you’re interested. 

The J Team. 
 
Our J Team is going from strength to strength, with an average of 15 
children, aged between 4 and 15 years of age, attending most weeks. We 
have had yet another busy term with lots of special events and activities 
along the way. 
 
Our Mothering Sunday morning was well attended by lots of children with a 
number of dad's to assist in making the flower posies. It was a well run 
operation with the children enjoying gathering greenery and daffodils to make 
beautiful posies for all the mum's and grandmother's in the congregation.  
 
We enjoyed a lovely Good Friday workshop, this year held in the main 
church. The J Team children were shown around the church by Father Tim 
and learnt about the Easter story. They then got busy decorating biscuits and 
cakes, colouring in graffiti art (kindly designed by Pat), making jewellery, 
decorating jam jars for candles, writing Easter messages on pebbles and the 
Easter Cross was planted with pretty pansies.  
The children worked really well in a team working hard to design and put 
together an amazing Easter garden, with a winding stone path leading up to 
the tomb. The end result looked amazing and I know has been admired by 
many on Easter Sunday. 
 
We had 25 children and their families attend church on Easter Sunday. We 
were lucky enough to search for chocolate eggs in Father Tim's garden. It 
was a lovely sunny day and the children had to search quickly due to eggs 
melting in the heat! Some of the children enjoyed handing the mini eggs out 
to the congregation at the end of the service. 
 
We continue to meet every Sunday during the school term and look forward 
to more craft activities combined with learning about Jesus and stories from 
the Bible. The children always look forward to sharing what they have learnt 
at the end of church. 
 
Finally, we have some wonderful J Team leaders, and without them we 
would not be able to continue the great work being achieved. My thanks goes 
to Susie, Lawson, Sara, Greg, Tanya and Helen for all the time and effort 
they put into J Team. If anyone is interested in being a part of our team, 
please see Sarah. 



The Crown Book Group 

 
The book group has continued to meet on the last Thursday of the month  
at Muchos Nachos on Whyke road at 7pm. We are a lively group whose 
wide range of interests is reflected in the choices made by the members for  
sharing with the rest of the group. In that respect the group fulfils it  
original remit in that it provides opportunities to explore different  
genre and subject matter beyond each member’s comfort zone. 
Since the start of the year we have read,  All the Light We Cannot See  
by Anthony Doerr,  My Antonia by Willa Cather and Secret Scripture by  
Sebastian Barry. We are planning to read Sapiens  by Yuval Noah Harari. 
We are delighted to welcome new members so if you enjoy reading and  
talking about books please come along and join us. 
For further details please contact me on 07976369089 or 
hilary.nation@btinternet.com . 

 

Tea and Chat with one of the members of our Congregation. 

 

While I have been living in Chichester in St Mary’s Hospice, behind Marks and 
Spencer’s off East Street, I only joined St George’s about a year ago. I was 
previously a member of St Wilfrid’s church, Bognor Regis, where I 
accompanied residents of the L’Arche community to church. I lived there for 4 
1/2 years coming from Milton Keynes in 1986 after my lovely husband died. 

The reception in St George’s is remarkable, after my first Sunday at 10.00 
service everyone is greeting me by my name Lois.  I immediately joined the 
Tea and Chat and this is the thing I look forward to every week.   Margaret 
Kennard has a lovely team of faithful workers who put on a sumptuous spread 
of goodies with cups of tea overflowing as well.  Sue Bainbridge hosts the craft 
group on the first Wednesday every month which I enjoy as I am a knitter.  If 
you like my woollen hat that I wear on Sundays I might be able to knit you one, 
in aid of the church funds. 

Margaret is in the process of hopefully organising gentle Pilates (once a 
month).  We did meet the Sally, the instructor, and it sounds like fun. 

Please do come and join us for Tea and Chat so new members can get to 
know you better. 

I am a 1662 person but Fr Tim and Fr Toby have been so kind asking me if I 
am ok with the service and all is well I say .  A lovely church and lovely music 
and singing, just want to get to know you better.  Lovely volunteers what more 
can I say. Do join us on a Wednesday afternoon.    God bless you all.     

Lois Brown  

The Flower Club 

 
The Flowers at St George's are arranged and 
cared for by a team of ladies ( men very welcome!) 
We are not given money from church funds but rely 
entirely on donations from the congregation. Some 
people give in memory of a loved one or to com-
memorate a special event. The ladies in the flower 
team also often donate their flowers when it is their turn to do them. 
We are grateful for all donations however small. We also need more volun-

teers- do not be nervous- no experience is 
necessary and the team will all help you to 
learn. If you think you would like to try please 
contact Sue Bainbridge. 
Please help to keep St George's beautiful for 
us all. 
 
 

ABOUT THE CHURCH    The Ambry 
 
What are the holy oils and where are they kept?. 
They are kept in a cabinet called an ambry, usually located in the  
sanctuary,  every church has one, though many people do not know what it 
is called. In St George’s the ambry is installed in the side wall to the south of 
the Altar. 
The three oils are the oil for anointing the sick, the oil for anointing 
catechumens and chrism for baptism, confirmation, priesthood and the 
consecration of altars. The bishop blesses these oils in large containers at 
the chrism Mass every year. Then they are poured into smaller vessels and 
brought to all the parishes of the diocese. The ambry should be replenished 
with fresh oil every year. The old oil should be burned.  
The shape and size of ambries vary quite a bit. The Church gives few 
specific instructions about its appearance. After the chrism Mass, the bishop 
instructs about the "reverent use and safe custody of the holy oils." After a 
priest anoints the sick, he is instructed to return the extra oil to a place 
"where it is reverently kept." According to canon law the oils should be kept 
"in a fitting manner."  With those vague instructions the design for an ambry 
needs only be appropriate for its sacred contents and safe from vandalism, 
theft or other harm. The ambry may be visible or concealed, many churches 
have an ambry built into a wall of the sacristy where it does not intrude on 
the Mass. Canon law permits a priest to always carry the oil of the sick in 
case of necessity and many priests carry a small container in the glove 
compartment of their car.  
And, before you ask, a catechumen is a young Christian preparing for 

confirmation. 



WRAP Community Choir 
 
The WRAP Community Choir continues to meet each Tuesday in the 
Centenary Centre during school term times between 19:30 and 21:00 
covering a range a songs from musicals to popular culture and 
occasionally classical. 
In addition, the choir has a spin-off quiz team, "Les Quizérables" which 
attend quizzes at the Crate and Apple (second Sunday of the month), 
White Swan, Bosham (third Wednesday) and the Park Tavern every 
Tuesday when we are not rehearsing. 
This term will conclude on 9th July with a concert as part of The Festival of 
Chichester, with funds raised from the retiring collection going to Bishop 
Luffa School's music department which is going to undergo a major 
refurbishment, half the costs hopefully to be raised by fundraising. 
To find out more about the choir (including rehearsal and quiz dates), head 
to our website athttp://wrap.whyke.info or email wrap@whyke.info 
To join the quiz team, please email steve@b-s.org.uk 

Rumboldswhyke Church of England Infants School 
 

Full of Beans! 

The children in the Early Years Foundation Stage at 
Rumboldswhyke Church of England Infants’ School have 
been learning all about the story of Jack and the 
Beanstalk as part of their topic on Traditional Tales. 
They have grown their own bean plants, measured bean 
stalks and even used different types of beans and pulses 
to make musical shakers. The children also enjoyed 
making 3D castles for the giant! 

  

St George’s Church 
      July 9th  -  7:30

Many popular songs  -  A really fun  
evening 
Entry free with retiring collection 

Vintage Teas In the Garden       

 
Tre-whyke 

152 Whyke Road 

on   
Sunday 9th July                    
Please come along between 3pm and 5pm  

  

St George’s Church 

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwrap.whyke.info&data=02%7C01%7C%7C970ad15d214340dc85b108d6d6ee66fd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636932716743687807&sdata=r7PnREFg4VT189aUvI8p7v7m4e%2FHgGPDvzoNIKxmHz4%3D&reserved
mailto:wrap@whyke.info
mailto:steve@b-s.org.uk


CHURCHWARDENS AND THE ANNUAL MEETINGS 
One of the last duties performed by Father Tim before leaving for his 

Sabbatical was to preside over the two Annual Church Meetings, the 

Annual Parish Meeting and the Annual Parish Church Meeting. 

 

The Annual Parish Meeting deals with the appointment of the 

Churchwardens for the coming year.  The meeting is open to all those 

whose names are on the church electoral roll and residents in the parish 

whose names are on the electors’ register for the parish, regardless of 

religion, if any, or their beliefs.  
 

 The Annual Parish Church meeting is restricted to persons on the church 

roll of the parish. In addition to the incumbent’s annual report, its business 

includes a report on changes in the roll since the last APCM, a report on the 

proceedings of the Parochial Church Council (PCC), a financial report for 

the previous year, a report upon the fabric of the church and  a report on 

the proceedings of the Deanery Synod. 

 

Although these meetings celebrated their centenary this year the post of 

churchwarden dates back to the 13th century and was then, as now, an 

officer of the diocese rather than of the parish, being responsible directly to 

the bishop. They have had to perform many duties over the centuries and 

tasks assigned have included ensuring parishioners attend church regularly 

and have had their children baptised. They also supervised the education, 

relief of the poor, arranged for the burial of unknown strangers and 

paupers, paid soldiers and, in some cases, even had responsibility for the 

extinction of vermin in the parish. They also had power to put people in the 

stocks. 

 

In 1868 Parliament abolished the church rate that churchwardens had had 

to assess and collect, and funds had to be raised by other means, such as 

annual subscriptions and, if necessary, by a collection made in church 

every Sunday. In 1919, when Parochial Church Councils were established 

the PCCs took over many of the duties and powers formerly held by 

churchwardens, including the financial affairs of the parish. 

 

Today’s wardens are, like their predecessors, officers of the Bishop 

responsible for maintaining records regarding church property, the 

inventory and the church logbook.  They also have responsibility in 

representing the members of the congregation and in maintaining order in 

church services, such as the administering of rotas of sidesmen, lesson 

readers and the lay chalice ministers. 

Friday Lunch Club 

Four months into our provision of lunches for the local homeless people and 
we have seen a marked increase in our numbers.  There are still 
fluctuations, but we often have more than a dozen.  There are people we 
are getting to see regularly and always new faces too.  The atmosphere is 
good with time to chat and laugh.  There is appreciation not only of the meal 
but also the table of gifts where guests are welcome to help themselves to 
toiletries, socks, gloves, individual chocolate bars and a pint of milk.  The 
latter is helpful for those who live in hostel accommodation as they say 
there is never enough milk for a cup of tea! 

St George’s people have been generous with their offerings of provisions, 

time, money and talents.  However, we still have room for more volunteers, 
and with the holiday season approaching, we would love to hear from you 
even if you can only offer an odd Friday to be with us.  You are assured of a 
warm welcome and an enjoyable and worthwhile experience. 

Pat Sparkes 

Last Friday Concerts 

 

The season of Last Friday Concerts 
continues in May with: 

 

May 31st     Giles Farnaby’s Dreame Band     

And continues on 

June 28th  with  Linda and Zoe Kelsall-Barnett 

 

July 26th     with The Home Team 

 

And  August 30th with The Luc 
Family 

 



St George’s Ramblers 

Our March ramble found us exploring Petworth Park and pleasure grounds, 
admiring the deer from an elevated position, refreshment stop sitting on 
benches conveniently placed by the side of the large lake.  A wonderful 
exhilarating morning enjoyed by all.   

April was a real bonus, thoroughly enjoyed by all. We started at Sidlesham 
Ferry Pond/RSPB Centre walking round to Selsey beach.  Watching a young 
family of water voles jumping and skipping around, so entertaining, running 
and hiding when a pair of pheasants decided to invade their home patch.  
Such was the enjoyment of the morning that ramblers agreed we must walk it 
again, now booked for August. 

May took the ramblers to Kingley Vale, another very popular area where 
refreshments were taken under the many centuries old yew trees and then 
up to the top to admire the clear breath-taking views over the coast to 
Bognor, Chichester harbour and about.   

For June we will be walking the three Marden churches, resting awhile in 
each of them.  We sang a hymn or two when this walk was last completed so 
perhaps enjoying the isolation of each church we will raise our voices once 
again. 

Please don’t be shy, if you would like to join St George’s Ramblers, we 
usually meet the 1

st
 Saturday in the month at 9.30am in the church carpark 

where we sort out car sharing.  If you feel able to walk between 4-5 miles 
and possess stout footwear please have a word with Geraldine, 01243 
539620 or email her on gmburrows@hotmail.co.uk. 

Chichester Flute Choir 

Established only 3 years ago, The Chichester Flute Choir has come a long 
way! We have had many concerts, played in lots of places from residential 
homes to birthday parties, and we came 4th in a national flute choir 
competition! 

We are a fun and friendly group of flute players of all ages and abilities 
(above grade 5 standard). We have members who play all different sizes of 
flute – from piccolo to the big bass flute. Every rehearsal involves cake and 
we often meet at the pub afterwards! 

Always open to new members. Interested in joining or booking us for an 
occasion, please contact Julie Twite  (The Flute Choir’s musical director) 
julietwite@gmail.com 

 

Next concert: 30th June 2019 3pm St. George’s Church, Whyke 

Part of the Chichester Festivities (tickets £5 on the door or from the Novium) 

A Hidden Treasure 

On the Saturday before Easter Day, St George’s family 
heard that Maude Kilvington, (one of our dearest and 
most devoted members) went home after arranging her 
Easter flowers, with the rest of our flower ladies, and 
died…. 

Maude was such a faithful member of the church 
family, a real lady whose quiet modesty disguised a 
“hidden treasure” of kindness, joy and love, a lively 
sense of fun and amazing determination, wisdom and 
strength.   

We at St George’s only knew Maude in her later years.  
Maude’s great pride and love for all the members of her 
ever growing family were a delight to see. 

After the death of Ivor, husband and father of their children, Maude met and 
married Arthur Kilvington.  He was instrumental in encouraging Maude to 
travel to meet up with her remaining siblings, by then scattered across the 
globe, persuading them to recall their memories so that the family would 
have a record of their amazing history. 

So she set about writing in diary form an account of how her family, without 
their parents, fled from Burma and the invading 
Japanese, through jungle and mountainous terrain in 
what became known as “one of the most harrowing 
exoduses in human history”. 

The next step was to publish the account in book form 
and so it was that in 2010 Maude published a book 
and became an author! 

Now her lovely family have generously given us 
copies of this incredible story with which to raise 
funds for St George’s. 

It is a most heart-warming and uplifting true account 
of human endurance, love and loyalty; and of faith in the power of love, even 
in the most de-humanising of conditions. 

It is well worth acquiring a copy of this inspiring and life affirming book.  
Copies are available at the back of the church. 

mailto:julietwite@gmail.com

