Advent & Christmas 2018 at St. George’s

St George’s Whyke

Saturday 1st December
Christmas Market 10.00am – 3.00pm

Newsletter December 2018
Christmas Edition

Sunday 2nd December
Advent Carol Service 6.00pm
Sunday 16th December
Sung Mass & J Team Nativity Play - 10am
Tuesday 18th December

View from the Rectory

W.R.A.P. Christmas concert - 7.30pm
My dear Parishioners,

Wednesday 19th December
Parish Carol Service - 6.00pm followed by Mulled wine and mince pies
Christmas Eve Monday 24th December
Crib Service & Christingle 5.00pm
Christmas Eve Monday 24th December
Midnight Mass 11.30pm

Christmas Day 25th December Mass of the Dawn 8.00am; Mass of Christmas
Day 10.00am (Children are invited to bring one of their presents to church to
open during the talk)
St. Stephen’s Day 26th December
Said Mass 10.00am
St. John’s Day 27th December
Said Mass 10.00am

Prayer for Christmas Joy
Loving Father,
This Christmas, please help us to keep you at the centre
of our preparations and celebrations. May our
thankfulness for the gift of your precious son, Jesus,
motivate all that we think and say and do. May the joy of
His coming shine from us and attract those who don’t
know what Christmas really means, so that they want to
find out! In Jesus’ name and for His glory,

Christmas Day is not only the birthday of our
Lord Jesus Christ, but also of Sir Isaac
Newton – the scientist, who discovered the
force of gravity when an apple fell on his
head! Gravity is a force that keeps us firmly
planted on the Earth. Gravity is a force to be
reckoned with, and so is the force of God’s love which came down at
Christmas. Christians believe that God so loved us that he came into our
world at Christmas, formed in the womb, and born into our world through the
love and care of a human family.
Our Lord’s birth is the most wonderful event of all time; It was the greatest
moment in the history of our small planet. By breaking into our world, into our
time, into our lives, God came to share our humanity so that we might share
his divinity. By sharing our humanity and all that it means to be human, Jesus
shared in our ups and downs, the joys and sorrows, the laughter and tears,
and ultimately pain and death, and beyond.
The greatest step for humankind was not when man walked on the moon, but
when God became human and made his home among us, filling the world
with the force of love. In that love, he broke the force of death over us by
rising from the dead.

In this edition of St. George’s newsletter you will find details of all that is
happening over Advent and
Christmas in our church. Please tell
your friends and neighbours and
invite them to come this Christmas.
May the force of God’s love be with
you this Advent and Christmas.
Love, joy and peace to you all.
Fr. Tim

Please send your articles for the March - Easter Newsletter to
Michael Nation at 152 Whyke Road
Preferably by email to mnation99@hotmail.com by Friday 15th February

The J Team - We have had a fantastic start to the new term in J team.

We had over 40 children attend our “Back to Church” party in September.
Big thank you to all the J team leaders for making it such a great beginning
to Sunday School with lots of games and activities. The Children especially
enjoying eating the hanging donuts with no hands allowed. Remembrance
Sunday was very special this year for J Team where the children decorated
wooden poppies engraved with the 62 names of the soldiers from the Whyke
area who lost their lives in the Great War. A big thank you to Sue and
Lawson who gave their own time making this wonderful memorial tribute.
We now head towards our really busy time in J team with the Christmas fair
and nativity. This year the nativity will take place on Sunday 16th December
2018 during the 10am Family mass here at St Georges. We welcome
everybody to come along and watch the children who we know will be
working so hard to put on a performance for everybody to enjoy. Just a
reminder that all children are welcome to come along on Sundays to join in
with our Sunday school.

WRAP Community Choir On returning from the summer break the
WRAP Community choir have been busy rehearsing for their Christmas
Concert, to be held on Tuesday 18th December @ 7.30pm in the church.
To whet your appetite there will be a celebration of songs from just a few of
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s popular shows such as Jesus Christ Superstar,
Phantom of the Opera and more. Entry to our concerts are always free with
a retiring collection for a local charity as decided by choir members. We
would love to see you there for an evening of seasonal music. Why not
come along and see if you would like to join this happy, friendly, group of
singers in the new year.

Christingle & Crib service
Our annual Crib service and Christingle at 5.00pm on
Christmas Eve is very popular. We welcome lots of
families and excited children for this lovely service of
light. The Christingle is an old Moravian custom which
celebrates the Light of Christ coming into the world at
Christmas. At the end of the service we light the
Christingles and make a circle of light around the
church, the Church lights are dimmed, and we sing
Away in a manger by candle light. All very lovely!

CALLING ALL YOUNG PEOPLE!
Can you spare an hour to help put together the
Christingles for our Crib service on Christmas Eve at 5.00pm? If you can,
please come to the Centenary Centre on Saturday 22nd December starting at
10.00am. Everything will be provided, but we just need lots of willing young
helpers to lend a hand.
Thanks.

Elisabeth Thompson

- Elisabeth came from Liverpool
where she lived until her husband’s job took him to London. They
have five children and have lived in Chichester and worshipped at St.
Georges for the last thirty-one years.
After a career as a private secretary, motherhood and fostering came
next and then the respite care of children with Down’s Syndrome.
The whole family have been involved in church life. Husband Jeff &
son Ashley sing in the choir as did daughter Laura, daughter Jenni helped with the J
team. Sons Jonathan & Andrew were both servers. Over the years Elisabeth has
helped with the J team, church cleaning & flowers as well as working back stage at
the pantomimes one of which featured Jeff as Abanazer and Ashley as the front end
of a Camel!

Elisabeth started writing with the intention of amusing her house-bound mother and to
raise money for charity.
She writes from experience and so it is not surprising that family, church and life in
general are common themes throughout her books
She will be at the Christmas Market signing copies of the sixth book in the Linchester
series ‘THE WEDDING CAKE’ along with her first venture into writing for children
‘WHAT IF’. £1.00 from each copy sold will be donated to church funds
Her favourite quote is from Jane Austen: ‘Let others dwell on guilt and misery’

Origin of the Christmas Crib
In December cribs will be set up in churches, homes, villages and town
centres. It is a tradition that goes back
to the nativity scene in a cave outside
Greccio in Italy on Christmas Eve,
1223. St Francis of Assisi invited all
the people to a service there to remind
them of a truth they had either
forgotten or neglected: that Love came
down at Christmas. We are told that
as they looked inside the cave and
saw the crib with the ox and ass, St
Francis prayed and took up the infant
Christ in his arms. Christ was ‘the peaceful, tender and loving brother,’ a
vulnerable baby needing affection and care.
The simplicity and the beauty of that nativity scene is portrayed in this
12th century painting by an anonymous Catalan artist in a museum in
Barcelona. Cribs were often very elaborate and ornate creations,
bejewelled and decorated with episodes from our Lord’s life. Here the
scene is ordinary with few details. The haloes around the heads of Mary
and the Christ-Child may look a little odd, but the artist and St Francis
are at one in proclaiming a sign of life and love in this birth.

Each Christmas we are called to kneel before the crib with the animals
and the shepherds. A 13th century Franciscan invites us to ‘Gaze on the
face of the babe with devotion…and delight in Him.’ May we see the light
of God’s love in the new-born babe as we look into the crib, and may we
delight to offer our hearts and lives in His service.

St George’s Ramblers – Our September ramble took the form of the
Seasonal Songs plus works from
popular Andrew Lloyd Webber
shows.
Entry free with retiring collection
St George's Tots

meet every Monday morning in the Centenary Centre.
We have had a busy Autumn with lots of new families joining us. The children
have decorated cakes; made collages with Autumn leaves; and painted
firework pictures with plenty of glitter, whilst parents have had the opportunity
to chat over a cup of tea.
We are hoping for another visit from
Father Christmas this year at our Christmas party on 17th December.

annual Ride & Stride event, starting at St George’s, driving out to Mundham
Corner where we walked down to St Andrew’s church, North Mundham.
Unfortunately, someone had forgotten to unlock the church, so on to St
Leodegar’s at Hunston, sadly, not open and then across to St George’s at
Donnington where we were very warmly welcomed with hot drinks, cakes
and biscuits, perfect timing for our refreshment stop. Our route back took us
along the peaceful canal. A lovely, much enjoyed morning. October had to
be rained off but the November walk, led by Fr Toby was a glorious stroll
round Cobnor Point at Chidham, weather was perfect, the refreshment stop
enabled us to admire waders on the shore line through Garry’s binoculars.
December 8th will take us up to Racton Folly at Stansted and along to the
lovely garden centre where we will indulge in a pre-Christmas refreshment
stop. If you would like to join us on this 4.5-mile event just let Geraldine
know 01243 539620 or why not drive out and meet us there for
refreshments. Check with Geraldine for timing.

This poster was seen in a French Church. The translation
is:
"By entering this church it may be possible that you hear
"the call of God".
However, it is less probable that He will call you on your
mobile.
Thank you for turning off your phones.
If you want to talk to God, enter, choose a quiet place
and talk to him.
If you want to see him, send him a text while driving."

St George’s Church

A Christmas message from Bishop Martin
One of the aspects of Narnia, in C S Lewis’s novel, The
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, is that it is always
winter and never Christmas.
We get quite excited about the arrival of winter if it brings
snow at just the right time for enjoyment – sledging,
making a snowman, snowballing. But in Narnia, seasons
are suspended in the grip of a ferocious frost. Silence is
a pervading atmosphere in Narnia as it is in today’s world
where justice is denied to prisoners of conscience, and
the needs of women, children, the elderly and vulnerable
are ignored.
Silence is the refuge of the deceitful, just as it can be the medium of
corporate grief and respect for our dead. It is the symbol of our sin and our
mortality.
One of the hallmarks of Christmas, however, is that the silence is broken. It
is broken by the cry of a new-born child drawing breath and needing food –
Jesus Christ, one with us. It is also broken by the song of the angels who
announce his birth to people of goodwill.
Music can plant a song in our minds, letting it inspire us, as one of God’s
gifts to us. But we can take music for granted, and too rarely appreciate the
skills and contribution of those who are our music-makers.
This Christmas, as we sing our carols, let us be grateful for musicians, as
they help us to be mindful of the silent places in our world and closer to
home, where the good news of peace and hope and justice has not yet
penetrated.
Those who are frozen in silent poverty and despair, await more than a
seasonal hand-out. They look for a melting of hearts and minds that will
bring social and material release and encourage them to join the angel song
of peace that we are still trying to learn.
+Martin
Churchyard Update It has been another busy period at the churchyard managing
the long hot summer and scorched ground through to autumn and now onto our winter
maintenance program. A grass re-seeding effort has seen some of the previously

bare or weed patches now lush with grass. The standpipe has been fully repaired

St Mary’s Churchyard – We are delighted to report that due to the

from last winter with a frost valve and thanks to Charlie Moulin, a local plumber, for

generosity of one of our parishioners it is anticipated that in the New Year a
bench will be installed in the Memorial Garden located along on the right of
the main footpath at St Mary’s churchyard. We are just waiting to hear from
the Diocese Advisory Council that permission has been granted, a regulation
that must be followed before introducing such an item. The bench is in
memory of our dear late friend and priest, Father Basil Maltin, loved by all
who knew him. His beloved wife, Rosemary, is donating the bench as a
personal gift from her to anyone who would like to visit the area, to sit and
rest awhile. Thank you, Rosemary.

lagging the pipe for us. It is hoped to keep the water on for the winter but if we get
another real cold snap then we may turn the tap off for a while until it warms up to
avoid another burst pipe. We plan to continue to maintain the eastern end whilst
making steady progress with the western end where nearly all of the graves are
significantly older. We have also planted close to 100 daffodil bulbs ready for next
spring. For Remembrance Sunday our 5 war graves were marked with poppy tributes
made by J-team as well as Royal British Legion memorials. We are delighted that the
number of visitors is still increasing.

Music at St George’s.
The Last Friday Concert Series 2 has continued to attract good audiences
through the summer. Each concert had a particular character and the last
one in this series revealed a great talent beneath a calm exterior! Our very
own Guy Blanch gave a recital which will stay fondly in the memories of the
audience; his performance on the oboe of ‘Gabriel’s Oboe’ left few dry eyes
in the house.
Next year’s Series 3 is taking shape and will be led from the front next April
by Fr Tim with a new selection of organ music to enjoy. We are fortunate
that the City Band and the Luc Family have agreed to entertain us again
and another family, the Kelsall Barnetts will give a top class and musical selection of guitar music and songs. Watch out for notices of the new Series 3
in the new year.
The Church Choir also took part in the last concert, performing several of
their repertoire anthems that can be heard from week to week at Sunday
services. They will have further opportunities to perform out of their stalls at
two extra services coming up shortly: the Advent Carol Service at 6pm on
December 2nd and our Christmas Carol Service on Wednesday 19th December also at 6pm. This year we can all join in the singing of traditional carols
(and their descants!), hear the familiar Bible readings and listen to the choir
in their specially prepared carols – all by candlelight – it should be magical,
do come and join in! We could still do with a larger ‘pool’ of singers; it really
is a splendid way of learning to use your voice and beginning or improving
the skill of reading music and taking part is free! What’s more, as St Augustine said, those who sing pray twice.

Homelessness Project
Over the last couple of years, we’ve all been noticing increased numbers of
men and women sleeping rough on the streets of our city. Many of us have
been wondering how we can best help our brothers and sisters in
need. This is something that the different churches in Chichester are now
working on together, co-ordinating our plans and sharing our resources.
As part of these joint efforts, from 4th January, we’ll be serving free hot
meals every Friday here at St George’s for those who are homeless or at
risk of homelessness.
This is about more than providing a nutritious meal to those in need. So
often people who sleep rough will say that one of the worst aspects of life on
the streets is the dehumanizing effect of being ignored by those who pass
by. So what we hope to offer is simple human kindness, Christian
hospitality and a warm welcome.
If you want to help, please talk to me, Louise or Pat Sparkes.
Thank you!
Fr Toby.

Alton Abbey - Retreat
Ken Green arranged a retreat to Alton Abbey, home for five Benedictine
monks and set in tranquil gardens just outside Alton. Fifteen of us travelled
in cars on a beautiful September
morning, and were greeted with coffee
and a chat to tell us how things would
work for us living alongside a monastic
community.
The pattern of the days was soon
established, beginning for us with
breakfast at 8am, taken in silence with
the monks. Mass was at 9am and then
we departed to places, to walk, visit, sit,
think, pray and read. Midday prayers
were followed by the main meal of the
day, a nourishing dinner with fruit to follow, and only a pudding on Tuesday
and Thursday! Evening prayer was at 4.45pm and supper at 6pm, which
may be a bowl of soup and fruit. All mealtimes were silent. In the evenings
we joined together in the large and comfortable sitting room, doing jigsaws,
playing Scrabble or Trivial Pursuits and chatting. One evening Mavis and
Mike treated us all to a glass of wine, or two, to celebrate their wedding
anniversary.
Although the monks are, as dear Richard Harrison used to say, ‘well struck
in years,’ they quietly waited on us, and the highlights were a talk by Dom
Anselm on the icons he creates most beautifully, and an insight into Dom
Andrew’s
interest in the two great wars, and life at the Abbey in earlier
times when they gave shelter and homes to retired seafarers.
It was a privilege to spend time at the Abbey, but rather sad to see how
those living the religious life are ever decreasing in number and increasing
in frailty. We brought home some incense made on site and a valuable
source of income. All who went returned with different gifts as the time of
quiet and reflection spoke to them. If you have the opportunity to go there I
encourage you to do so. It is the complete antithesis of a visit to
Walsingham, but God is waiting for you there too in the calm rhythm of the
days.
Pat Sparkes

Jumble Sale of 22nd September proved to be a great success.

Parishioners were generous in their donations before the event, whether in
nearly new clothes which were quickly snapped up, the children’s toys and
clothes proved very popular and donated bric-a-brac items, a popular section
did very well. A few donations had been placed on E-bay where additional
funds were received, making a very satisfactory profit of £510 for church
funds, that also included a generous donation from the person who took
away left over items not suitable for passing onto charity outlets. Thank you
to everyone who made the occasion such fun, whether donating, sorting,
buying or packing away.

Tea and Chat

Rumboldswhyke Church of England Infants’ School

Tea and chat continues each Wednesday afternoon from 2.30 to 4pm. We’re
a fairly small friendly group and would love to welcome any new faces. It’s
always good to be joined by the craft group on the first Wednesday each
month. They’re all very busy producing lovely gifts etc. for the Christmas Fair.

The children were asked to talk about what they have been learning over the past
half term.

Our Christmas party will be on 5th December. We always enjoy a super tea
and all bring a gift for the bran tub, taking another in return. Sue H E very
kindly comes along and leads us in a Christmas sing-a-long to put us in the
spirit for the forthcoming season.

Tea and chat will happen on the following week, 12th December. We then
have a break meeting again on 9th January
From all the tea and chatters a very happy Christmas and New Year to you
all. Margaret Kennard

The Crown Book Group
The Crown Book Group has enjoyed another 3 months of shared reading –
the group fulfilling its remit to introduce us to genre we might have by passed. We read “The Bonfire of Vanities by Tom Wolfe – quite a leap of
faith for some of our members but thoroughly enjoyed by all.
We followed this with “The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Society” by
Mary –Ann Shaffer as the film of the book was doing the rounds. Again we
really enjoyed finding out about the German occupation of the island and its
effect on the residents. We were indebted to one of our members who
enjoyed researching the historical background to the events and we all
learnt a great deal.
Our November book has taken us to the Classics and we are ploughing
through Thomas Hardy’s, “A Pair of Blue Eyes” . It being one of his less well
known books we thought it might be interesting particularly as it is in part
auto- biographical.

We look forward to our Christmas reading list which our members are
providing as free choice over the Christmas break and will be following those
with “All the Light We Cannot See” by Anthony Doerr, as our January read.
If you would like to join us we are always delighted to welcome new
members. We meet on the last Thursday of the month at Muchos Nachos
( The Crown Inn ) on Whyke Road at 7pm. For further information please
don’t hesitate to contact me,
Hilary Nation

07976 369 089 hilary.nation@btinternet.com

Year One and Two visit the Blue Reef
Aquarium
“We had a great day. You should have seen the
wriggling star fish because its eyes were the same
colour as the skin. Did you know… a star fish has 5
eyes, 1 in each leg. The sharks had a mouth
underneath them so they can eat their prey. Then
we saw some cute sea otters that were playing
pushing in the water! We touched a terrifying spider crab. It was terrifying because
it had lots of legs but when you touched its tummy, all its legs tucked in because it
was protecting itself. Lunchtime was awesome because after we ate our picnic we
were able to play outside. After we played, we went on the beach and saw a ferry
and a hovercraft which were going to the Isle of Wight. Finally we got on the bus
and travelled back to school through traffic. Quite a few of us fell asleep!”

Year One and Two studying The Great Fire of London
Year Two said, “First we were on the playing field and there was a box. Inside it
was some stinky cheese wrapped in a cloth and a box with some writing in. We
have found out that is was part of Samuel Pepys’ diary. We are finding more about
that next.”
Year One said, “Thomas Farriner (he was a baker) thought he had put the fire out
but he didn’t when he went to bed. A little spark shot out of the fire and it caused a
big fire. Lots and lots of houses caught on fire because they were too close
together. We made models out of cardboard, wood and straw.”

Playtime Buddy training
Many of our Year Two children have been trained as Playground Buddies. The
children said, “We are respectful and we help other children if they fall over we
take them to the first aider or we can play with children and lead them in games.”

Governors
We are looking for a governor from St Georges to support our school and help
develop our practice. If you feel you may be able to help please get in touch.
We welcome visits to the school from parents with pre-school children.
WWW.rumboldswhyke.w-sussex.sch.uk

