Advent & Christmas 2019 at St. George’s

St George’s Whyke

December 2019
Saturday 30th November - Christmas Fair 11.0am - 3.00pm.
Father Christmas, Crafts, Bric-a-brac, other festive stalls &
refreshments. Entry 50p, Children free.
Sunday 1st December – Advent Carol Service – 6.00pm
Sunday 15th December – J Team (Sunday school) Nativity Mass - 10.00am.
Tuesday 17th December – WRAP Christmas concert 7.30pm
Sunday 22nd December – Parish Carol Service - commencing at 5.00pm.
Followed by mulled wine & mince pies.
Tuesday 24th December - Christingle & Crib Service commencing at 5.00pm.
Tuesday 24th December, Christmas Eve - Midnight Mass commencing at 11.30pm
Wednesday 25th December - Christmas Day - Mass @ 8.00am
and Festival Mass at 10.00am.
Thursday 26th December – Mass for St. Stephen’s Day - 10am
January 2020
Sunday 5th The Epiphany of the Lord – 10am
Saturday 18th - 25th Week of prayer for Christian unity
February 2020
Sunday 2nd February – Candlemas - 10am
Wednesday 26th February – ASH WEDNESDAY - Said Mass 10am,
Sung Mass 7.30pm
ALL ARE WELCOME TO OUR SERVICES
AT ST. GEORGE’S
A CHRISTMAS PRAYER

Lord, as I enter into the fast-paced season ahead,
help me walk slowly and quietly. Let me stop and
listen to the angels sing of the greatest news ever
told. Let my heart, mind and soul join the chorus:
“Glory to God in the Highest!! The Messiah has been born!”
Among all the bright sparkling lights and cheery holiday tunes, let my
spirit travel once again to Bethlehem to honour and worship Jesus. All
Your love, mercy and power are made flesh in the tiny form of a
humble baby born in a manger. Let me worship the only one who is
worthy to take our sin away and open the gates of all eternity! Amen.
Please send your articles for the March - Easter Newsletter to
Michael Nation at 152 Whyke Road
Preferably by email to mnation99@hotmail.com by Friday 121stFebruary

Newsletter December 2019
Christmas Edition
View from the Rectory
My dear Parishioners,
On the BBC’s ‘Today’ programme last Christmas a distinguished atheist
revealed that his Christmas routine included attending Midnight Mass. Asked
why, he replied that it was the most beautiful story ever told and he didn’t
want it to be forgotten.
Up and down the country this month, countless thousands of parents and
grandparents, will be attending school and church nativity plays. They’re
good fun, the children like them, and they remind us of the most lovely and
memorable story of all time.
First, there was the actual birth. Excluded from the shelter of the ‘inn’, Mary
and Joseph found themselves in a stable with the animals. Soon after, Mary
gave birth to a boy, and laid Him in the only secure place she could find – a
feeding trough!
Next came the shepherds, bursting in from the fields, eager to see the baby
that the angels had told them to look for, ‘lying in a manger’. They
worshipped him, in wonder of all that had happened that night.
Finally, at some point came the so called ‘Wise Men’. The gospel calls them
‘Magi’, and says they were from the East. The Magi could have been priests
from an ancient Persian religion that watched the night sky. Today they
would be called astrologers.
150 years later the great Bishop Clement
of Rome described this as the moment
when the old order of fear and fate gave
way before this new era of love and
grace.
What a story! Let the wonder of it capture
your heart again and create in you a
sense of gratitude and thankfulness for all
that God has done for you. The Saviour
Jesus Christ has come, rejoice and be
glad!
Love, joy and peace to you all.

Fr. Tim

The J Team - We are still going strong with an average of 15 children

attending each Sunday. We welcome three new leaders, Chris, Annabel and
Sam to the team and thank them for their time.
The children have been learning lots over the past few months including
talking about "new beginnings and fresh starts" in September, decorating
beautiful envelopes to collect funds for the Friday lunch club and having fun
at the "Come to Church" party where we have over 40 young people attend.
The children were involved in the Harvest Thanksgiving and assisted in the
readings and prayers during the service. Remembrance Sunday was also a
time to talk about how important it is to remember those that fought and died
in war.
Looking ahead, our Nativity will be on Sunday 15th December. We will be
preparing for this performance on Sunday 1st and 8th December during J
Team. If your child would like to take part in the Nativity, no matter how
young or old, please come along on these dates so we can arrange scripts
and costumes.

WRAP Community Choir - Our annual Christmas Concert will be

taking place within the church on Tuesday 17th December, @ 7.30pm.
Please do put the date in your diaries as we look forward to entertaining you
with a medley of songs from some of Andrew Lloyd Webbers shows as well
as seasonal songs to warm your hearts. Entry, as always, is free, and if you
feel like making a donation at the end of the evening all contributions will be
given to a local charity of the choir’s choice. There will be free refreshments
during the interval.

Friday Lunch Club
After the summer months when numbers were very erratic, the colder weather has seen an increase and we consistently serve more than a dozen
lunches. In addition to this we are able to provide some take-aways which
are always welcome in addition to the bananas, crisps and chocolate biscuits or sandwiches if they are available. It varies from team to team.
All the teams are working well and it becomes easier as we all find our
place. I think everyone would still agree that it is a worthwhile thing to do,
both in helping the street homeless and in drawing us together as a community of faith.
There is also the joy of seeing some find better opportunities for their
lives. Tom, formerly on the streets, is now employed part-time to help others. One young lady who has visited us regularly from the beginning is now
feeling much better and has helped with the flowers for church.
However, we are very aware that it is not plain sailing for everyone, and our
purpose is to provide a hot meal and and friendship freely offered.
We have been greatly helped by all those at St George’s who made financial
contributions through the Harvest envelopes. These were beautifully designed by members of the J Team.
There is still room for you on a team if you wish to join us. Do come along
one Friday and see how things work. The welcome is there for everyone.
Pat Sparkes

Web Master Support – Due to work and other commitments, our muchappreciated web master for St George’s, Steve Blighton-Sande is struggling
to keep up with the regular updates that are required ensuring information is
always current for the numerous visitors who visit our church website,
whether they are looking for times of services, what’s on regarding events
etc and other church related information. We are looking for someone who
has sufficient computing skills who could support Steve in this much required
important responsibility, Steve is very willing to provide training and
guidance. If you would like to find out more or you think you might be able
to help, please do have a word with Steve, one of the churchwardens or Fr
Tim / Fr Toby.
Steve, thank you for your long-time contribution to
St George’s.
Jumble Sale Thank you to everyone who contributed in some way in making
our annual Jumble Sale such a success, whether by donating, helping to
sort, selling or, so importantly, those who came and spent their pennies in
picking up bargains, dressing up, or dressing down, enjoying refreshments.
A big thank you to those who stayed behind to clear away leaving the Centre
clean and ready for the following morning’s Sunday Mass. Along with a
generous donation, anonymously given, we raised a fraction under £1,000
for church funds. Thank you All!
Church Wardens Working Parties – These popular working sessions have
stopped now until the weather gets a little warmer, or drier, in the New Year.
However, if anyone would care to pop in for a few minutes or so in an
attempt to keep the weeds at bay, their effort would be much appreciated.
The weeds grow so quickly in and around the patio area, the West Door and
War Memorial. There is a green bin for just such items located behind the
wooden fence under the tall Cypress tree. Thank you in advance!
Quiz Evening – Although a wet and windy evening many folk turned out for
our annual Quiz Evening with a Fish & Chip supper during early October.
Another great success for our Quiz Master Extraordinaire, Ken Green,
setting us a variety of challenging questions. All good fun. Along with a
raffle table a profit of just over £200 was made for church funds.

St George’s Ramblers –

.

Our sponsored Ride & Stride event during a beautiful sunny September
morning was well attended with our Ramblers visiting St Mary’s Church at
Aldingbourne, St George’s at Eastergate and St Mary’s at Barnham. A
leisurely coffee break was taken in the very pleasant churchyard at Barnham.
Adding to the enjoyment of the morning several stiles and railway lines had
to be negotiated, along with the sampling of fat juicy blackberries hanging
along the hedgerows, just waiting to be picked. Thank you to everyone who
supported us by sponsoring our lovely time out. Thank you also to those
individuals who did their own thing by cycling, visiting numerous local
churches, also all in aid of the Historic Churches Trust and St George’s
Church.

St George’s Church

Resourcing the spiritual journey of older people:
Are you stuck at home and lonely but embarrassed to talk about
it?
Do you have questions you’d like to explore?
Would you like someone to visit you at home?
Someone who offers you a clean slate?
Someone you can talk to with confidence and confidentiality?

St Mary’s Churchyard – Visitors to our churchyard at St Mary’s will
have a pleasant surprise when they find that a wooden seat has been
installed overlooking the graveyard area
The seat has been donated by Rosemary Maltin in memory of her husband,
the late Father Basil, who many of us remember both as a worshipper and as
an assistant priest at St George’s.
It is hoped that visitors will be able to come and sit to reflect and remember
their loved ones.
We
thank
Rosemary
for
this
very
practical
and
appreciated gift.
The PCC have
also ordered a
new noticeboard
that
will
be
installed within
the next few
weeks, this will further enhance the facilities for visitors.

If so, we may have the right person for you.
We have been up and running in Chichester since 2017 and we know how
to listen.
If it doesn’t work out, well, what have you lost?
But can you imagine what it would be like if it does work out?
Want to know more?
Look us up at: - chichesterannachaplaincy.org.uk
Contact us via: - chichester.anna.chaplaincy@gmail.com
Or on 07847 501 359
Charity number 1172508

Seasonal Songs plus works from
popular Andrew Lloyd Webber shows.
Entry free with retiring collection

Music at St George’s.
The ‘Music Report’ in our Newsletter in September began with a backward
glance at the Last Friday Series of concerts we had enjoyed in church.
We now know that the “Young and Talented” organists’ concert and the
Chichester City Band concert mentioned then were resounding successes.
Tim Ravalde (Assistant Organist at the Cathedral) hosted six young people
from the University and the city in an evening of very fine playing and with
the added interest of six different characters coming through the
performances. Our wonderful organ acts as a recurring theme through the
concert series and our audiences are becoming well-versed in the organ
repertoire. We are so fortunate to have an instrument that has such a variety
of sounds that each individual performance can be quite distinctive.
The organ joined forces with the City Band for the final concert and Fr. Tim
(at the console) thoroughly enjoyed the experience, as did a packed church.
The organ can be played very loudly (it can also be very gentle!) but Fr Tim
found that the full sound of the band almost left it in the shade! The Band
has been invited to take part in next year’s Series 4!
Looking forward now, we are planning and rehearsing the glorious music
that the seasons of Advent and Christmas offer us in our services in church.
Come and join us in the singing of well-loved carols or sit back and listen to
the organ and choir in our extra services for Advent Sunday (December 1st
at 6pm) and the Parish Carol Service (on Sunday 22nd at 5pm). The choir
will lead the way but it is always a thrill to accompany the whole-hearted
singing from a full church in our best-loved Christmas hymns and carols. If
you know the descants – please do join in! Even better, if you enjoy singing,
please think about offering to join the choir. We rehearse on Tuesday
evenings 6.15 - 7.15pm during term time. All music is provided although it is
not essential that you understand it all at the start!
One last point: there is normally a ‘voluntary’ (a piece of organ music) at the
end of every Sunday morning service. It is always a pleasure to receive
requests for a particular piece to be played on a day that is significant for
you in some way. As long as I can find suitable music, I would do my best to
play it for you.

St Richards Singers
Christmas Celebration
‘Bout Bethlem
St George’s Church
Monday 16th December 7:30
Tickets £12

Father Christmas

One person you are bound to run into this Christmas
season is Father Christmas.
If he looks tired, just
remember that he has been around a long time and gone
through a lot of transformations.
Father Christmas wasn’t always the red-suited, whitebearded star of the retail trade that he is today. He began
life as Nicholas, born about AD260 in what is now
Turkey. He became a bishop of the city of Myra. Nicholas
was a serious theologian: he was a participant at the First
Council of Nicaea, which formulated the Creed which we
still say today. Nicholas died in Myra about AD343, but
the stories of his generosity and kindness were just
beginning.
One enduring tale tells of the three girls whom he rescued
from certain slavery by giving them gold for their dowries. When the father
confronted him to thank him, Nicholas said he should thank God alone.
In the UK, Nicholas became the basis for Father Christmas, who emerged
in Victorian times as a jolly-faced bearded character. Meanwhile, Dutch
and German settlers had taken him to America with them as Sinter Klaas
and Sankt Nicklas from where we get the name Santa Claus.
These days, it is good that Father Christmas uses reindeer and doesn’t
have to pay for petrol. In order to get round all the children in the world on
Christmas Eve, he will have to travel millions of miles at an average speed
of 1279 miles a second, 6,395 times the speed of sound. For all those of us
who are already exhausted just rushing around getting ready for Christmas,
that is a sobering thought!

The Crown Book Group

The book group continues to meet at Muchos Nachos at 7pm on the last
Thursday of the month except at Christmas. We are a relatively small
group but have a wide range of interests and experiences which effect the
choices members make for our group read. We have recently read “Breath”
by Tim Winton which was enjoyed by all. We have reviewed “ Now We
Shall Be Entirely Free, by Andrew Miller.
The next meeting will be on the 30th January as there won’t be one in
December, when we will be discussing “ Red Notice “ by Bill Browder.
We are always happy to welcome new members so if you think you might
like to try out and discuss different genre, both modern and classical, with a
lively group of friendly book worms, we would be delighted to have you join
us.
Further details from ;Hilary Nation - hilary.nation@btinternet .com

Tea and Chat
Tea and chat continues each Wednesday afternoon and I think we all enjoy a
“good cuppa” and cakes and catching up with all the news. We’ve recently
been very happy to welcome a few new faces.
Craft club joins us on the first Wednesday of the month helping to swell our
numbers and at the moment are busy preparing for the Christmas fair.
The Pilates class happens just before our meeting and Sally Canfield, our
instructor, very kindly helps set up the tables and chairs after her class and
usually stays for a cup of tea. Thank you Sally.
Our last meeting this year will be our Christmas party on Wednesday 11th
December when we enjoy a festive tea with crackers and secret Santa. Sue
H E then leads us in singing carols and well known festive favourites.
All of the tea and chatters wish everyone a very happy Christmas and a good
2020.
We will meet again on Wednesday 8th January.
Margaret Kennard

Anti Idling - Can You Please HELP
As more Chichester residents become concerned about air quality in the
city, Whyke residents are trying to ensure that drivers waiting at the barrier
crossing in Whyke Road turn off their engines. We now have a new official
poster from the Highways Department and requests from individual
members of the public that drivers turn off their engines seem to be having
some effect. The Whyke Residents Association are planning to provide
high viz jackets bearing their logo that can be worn by volunteers in order
to give these volunteers more clout when speaking to difficult drivers who
resent being asked to turn off their engines.
If you are able to spare some time on designated days asking /
encouraging drivers to turn off their engines it would be appreciated.
For further details please contact Hilary.nation@btinternet.com

Save Rumboldwhyke School Team

Thank you all for your amazing support and contribution to Save
Rumboldswhyke School campaign.
The team has been incredibly busy over the last few weeks.
The Public Consultation on the 7th November was very lively and it showed
the strength of Whyke's community. There is a short clip available on
youtube at https://youtu.be/Yl5ghitF9lA
The school was re-visited by Ofsted for its monitoring visit and we are
expecting their report to come out before Christmas.
Over the past few weeks there have been two important events:
On Tuesday 19th November a petition was handed in at County Hall with
are over 1000 signatures.
Monday 25th November saw the end of the consultation process.
If you would like to get more actively involved in our campaign, please don’t
hesitate to contact me at cristina_32@hotmail.com.

Beating the Bounds
I have often wondered why, when I was at the Central Boys’ School, we
always had the day off on Ascension Day, that was after attending a service
in St Pancras Church. The practice I have discovered was common for
church schools and originated from the days when the youth of the parish
were expected to take part in the ‘Beating of the Bounds’
This ritual perambulation in which parishioners set out en masse with large
wooden sticks to confirm the boundaries of their parish took place on, or
during the three days immediately before, the Feast of the Ascension,
known as the Rogation Days. The word comes from the Latin 'rogare',
meaning to ask, and these were the days when God's blessing was asked
on the crops, planted a few weeks earlier and just beginning to sprout.
Originating as a pre-Christian practice, beating the bounds served the very
practical purpose of ensuring that each successive generation of a largely
illiterate community knew the boundaries of their own area in order to make
sure that no over-zealous adjacent land-owner encroached on their territory.
It also provided an excuse for a raucous day out, in which the locals
traditionally partook of ale and bread (one suspects more of the former than
the latter) before setting out to impress upon the young lads of the
community the extent of the area to which they owed allegiance. And when I
say “impress upon” I mean this literally. In medieval times the young boys
were likely to be beaten with sticks, thrown over walls, or turned upside
down to have their heads knocked against the actual boundary stones to
make sure that they remembered where these were, evidently the links
between trauma-induced brain damage and loss of memory had not yet
been established.
In Chichester the boundaries of the Parish of St Pancras passed over the
City Walls, fortunately there was a dwelling house attached to the walls at
the relevant point. Maybe not very fortunate for the occupants as the party
beating the bounds, led by the churchwardens, would enter the ground floor
of the property, climb the stairs and leave by a bedroom window onto the
East Walls.
The practice has largely died out although there are still some instances of it
being celebrated. At St Albans it is carried out by the town council, led by
the Mayor. However, before any one thinks of restoring the tradition at
Whyke I would point out the parish boundary now extends for thirteen miles
and passes twice over the Canal and across Mundham Lake, the disused
gravel pit. Also, where shared with the Parish of Westhampnett, it runs for
half a mile down the central reservation of the A27!

