WHAT’S ON IN MARCH
Sun 1st
Fri 6th
Sat 7th
Sat 7th
Fri 13th
Sat 14th
Fri 20th
Sat 21st
Sun 22nd
Wed 25th
Sat 28th
APRIL
Fri 3rd
Sat 4th
Sat 4th
Sun 5th
Tues 7th
Thurs 9th
Fri 10th
Sat 11th
Sun 12th
Thu 23rd
Fri 24th
Sun 26th

First Sunday of Lent
Stations of the Cross and Mass at 6pm
Jumble Sale
First Communion Club begins at 10am
Stations of the Cross and Mass at 6pm
Parish Ramble to Burton Mill Pond 10am
First Communion Club at 10am
Stations of the Cross and Mass at 6pm
First Communion Club at 10am
MOTHERING SUNDAY – Mass in the Round 10am
Licensing of Fr. Toby Boutle in Swindon
Lecture on St. Theresa of Avila by Dr. Roy Norton at the
Vicars Hall
Stations of the Cross and Mass at 6pm
First Communion Rehearsal 9.30am
Parish Ramble
PALM SUNDAY Procession from the amphitheatre 9.45am
Chrism Mass & blessing of oils in the Cathedral 12 noon
MAUNDY THURSDAY Mass of the Lord’s Supper, Foot
Washing & Watch until Midnight 7.30pm
GOOD FRIDAY
Young people’s Good Friday workshop 10.00am
Good Friday Liturgy followed by hot cross buns 2.00pm
HOLY SATURDAY
Easter Vigil and First Mass of Easter 8.30pm
EASTER DAY Sung Mass & 1st Holy Communions 10.00am
and Easter egg hunt
ST GEORGE’S DAY – 7.30pm Mass with hymns in the
evening
Last Friday Concert Series begins: St. Richard Singers
APCM at 11.30am

MAY
Sat 2nd
Fri 15th
Thurs 21st
Fri 29th
Sun 31st

Parish Ramble
Quiz night with fish and chips
ASCENSION DAY Sung Mass 7.30pm
Last Friday Concert: Organ Recital by Fr. Tim
PENTECOST SUNDAY (Wear something Red to church!)

St George’s Whyke
Newsletter Spring 2020
View from the Rectory
My dear parishioners,
See! The winter is past; the rains are over and gone. Flowers
appear on the earth; the season of singing has come, the
cooing of doves is heard in our land.’ Song of Songs 2:11-12
March is the month that I associate with the coming of Spring,
my favourite time of the year, and such a relief after the darkness and gloom
of Winter. This verse from the Song of Songs in the bible beautifully
describes the joy that most of us feel as the days begin to brighten, and
Nature starts to awaken once again.
These words also speak to us about a new season in life, one that is filled
with hope and expectation. Sometimes we experience the darkness of winter
in our lives – maybe in the form of depression, bereavement, chronic illness,
family difficulties, financial problems and so on. These long winter months of
the soul may seem to last forever. Our joy disappears, our energy dissipates,
our mood is low. A thick black cloud hangs over us and it seems as if the sun
will never shine again.
Then we have this reminder that no season lasts for ever. The cold grip of
Winter gradually thaws and gives way to warmer days. The sun does shine
again, and the temperature rises. Birds sing and flowers blossom. The sap
rises. Love is in the air.
And in the spiritual realm the same happens. At this time in the life of the
church we journey with the Lord through the season of Lent which begins on
Ash Wednesday, and eventually we will enter Easter, a new season of the
soul. Joy returns as we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ. No
darkness lasts for ever. We experience our own
awakening, a kind of mini resurrection. We start to feel
alive again, to see possibilities and to dream again.
In the depths of Winter, we can look ahead to the
certainty of Spring. Faith enables us to believe that the
winter of the soul will soon be past as well. In the
darkness we choose to hope in God.
A happy and blessed Lent to you all,

Please send your articles for the June / Summer Newsletter to Mike Nation at 152 Whyke
Road. Preferably by email to mnation99@hotmail.com by Friday 17th May .

Love, joy and peace.
Fr. Tim

St George’s Organ – Have a go!

Sunday March 29th between 2.00 and 4.00pm
The organ at St. George’s will be open for anyone interested to have a go!
It is part of the Music for All’s “Learn to play day” which is a national event
over the weekend.
Drop in to hear the organ being played, take the chance to sit on the bench
and find out what some of the buttons do, or play the pedals with your feet.

St George’s Church

Jumble Sale

Our next Jumble Sale, raising funds for St
George’s Church will take place on
Saturday 7th March @ 11am. If you have
jumble you would like to donate please do
bring it during the after-noon of Friday 6th, or
early on the 7th. Or, ring Geraldine 539620
or Ken 789869. for collection. Please do join
us on the morning and hunt for a bargain or two, also enjoy a coffee with us.
All good fun!

Churchyard Update

March is the season of Lent. It is a time when traditionally we give things up
in order to focus more closely on the things of God. Perhaps we could use
this prayer to help us focus more closely on the Lord as we hunger for God.
Forty days of prayer and fasting
Forty days of hunger and thirst;
Forty days to put self behind us
Forty days in Jesus immersed!
In this Lenten time we hunger for
God
Come to know that Jesus comes
first.
May our hunger not be for manna
May we thirst, instead, to be blessed.
May our hunger be for justice –
Justice for the poor and oppressed.
In this Lenten time we hunger for God
Come to know that Jesus knows best.
May we come through Lent’s forty trials
To a truly God-centred place!
May we cease obsession with mirrors
Come to look, instead, on Your face
In this Lenten time we hunger for God

The mild winter weather has meant that continued growth has added to the
usual winter schedule. Bramble and ground levelling work continues in the
older western section but this is painstaking and at times back-breaking work
so
progress
is
slow
but
we
are
making
progress!
Meanwhile the newer Eastern section has seen unprecedented levels of
visitors leaving flowers and memorials at grave sides. It is wonderful to see
the increased visitor levels and the memorial seat by the internment area is
getting plenty of use not least by Sara and Ed. Could we politely remind
visitors not to leave plastic waste at the churchyard as we have no way to
dispose of it. Please remember that there are regulations governing what
can be left at graves. Please enquire with the parish office if you would like to
know more on this topic.
We are already planning for the spring when growth really kicks in and the
maintenance timetable gets very busy. There are already signs that the
daffodil planting last year is going to add a real splash of colour across the
churchyard. Please contact Sara or Ed if you think you could offer some time
to help with mowing and strimming. It can be hard work but the rewards to
see folk being able to visit memorials in a maintained area are well worth it.
A recent addition to the churchyard is a single post noticeboard, currently
displaying brief guidance on the churchyard regulations as directed by the
Chancellor of the Diocese of Chichester. There is also a brief history of St
Mary’s churchyard on display, going back to Anglo Saxon times that readers
may like to view.

Mothering Sunday 22nd March
There is an old Jewish saying: God could not be everywhere, and therefore
He made mothers.
Mother Church, Mother Earth, Mother Mary – our human mothers – all of
them have been part of the celebration of ‘Mothering Sunday’ – as the fourth
Sunday in Lent is affectionately known. It has been celebrated in the UK
since at least the 16th century.
In Roman times, great festivals were held every Spring to honour Cybele,
Mother of all the Gods. Other pagan festivals in honour of Mother Earth were
also celebrated. With the arrival of Christianity, the festival became one
honouring Mother Church.
During the Middle Ages, young people apprenticed to craftsmen or working
as ‘live-in’ servants were allowed only one holiday a year on which to visit
their families – which is how ‘Mothering Sunday’ got its name. This special
day became a day of family rejoicing, and the
Lenten fast was broken. In some places the day
was called Simnel Day, because of the sweet
cakes called simnel cakes traditionally eaten on
that day.
In recent years the holiday has changed and in
many ways now resembles the American
Mother’s Day, with families going out to Sunday
lunch and generally making a fuss of their mother
on the day.
On Mothering Sunday 22nd March, come and join
our wonderful celebration in church at 10am, when the children will make
posies for the women in the church.

St George’s Ramblers

One of our ramblers is missing! Yes, by the time you receive this newsletter
our dear Fr Toby will have moved on to pastures new. His company will be
missed, joining us in our rambles as and when he could. Our last get together
with Fr Toby was led by Jane Cornwell, where 16 of us gathered at St Mary’s
Church, Felpham, walking towards Butlins, across into Hotham Park, and
along to Bognor promenade, where we stopped for a relaxing coffee and cake
at The Lobster Pot, sitting
outside
in
the
sun.
Leisurely time was spent in
admiring the interior of St
Mary’s Church and the wellmaintained churchyards. A
memorial ramble for us all.
Perhaps, somewhen in the
future Fr Toby will return to
join us in another ramble,
we do hope so!

Letter from the Bishop of Chichester
I was recently asked by a reporter whether
in the diocese of Chichester Ash
Wednesday has become more popular –
like Christmas is.
My own experience of offering “ashes to
go” outside Brighton station was very
informative. Generally, people on their way
to work were not very interested and
sometimes hostile.
People with a bit of Christian formation and
experience were more pleased to see us. I
sensed that for some of them, this was an
invitation to re-connect with the season of
Lent and the renewal of their faith. For
others, it was encouraging, giving
permission for the hidden, private practice of their faith to be affirmed by
someone else in public.
The message of Lent is cheering and simple: God loves you and the Church
is starting preparations to celebrate that fact at Easter.
But this year, in particular, the ashes with which we began this season of Lent
offered a serious statement of protest.
As destructive fires raged in Australia, ash was everywhere. Our ashes were
an identification with all who are the victim of climate change and
environmental damage. But perhaps more importantly, ash was an even
clearer symbol of the Christian call to repentance, a radical change of heart.
Extinction protests have certainly become more popular. But we might have
more yet to do to make the Lenten discipline of repentance more popular
within the Church, in order to become a catalyst for repentance in society and
global change.
My hope and prayer is that we might emerge from this Lent with a greater
sense of reverence for the earth and all its inhabitants. The celebration of
Easter will then be marked by a different, lighter way of living, rather than a
return to damaging habits we had tried to give up for the time being.
+Martin

Servers at St George’s
At St George’s we are fortunate to have a team of altar servers to assist at
Sunday Mass and the various special services throughout the year. Servers
help in preparing for the service - lighting candles, ensuring the wine and
wafers are in place, etc. and during the service as part of the sanctuary party,
assisting the clergy as required.
At the end of the Mass we tidy the
sanctuary and ensure everything is put safely away. It is not difficult to learn
the routines involved and doesn’t require any particular skill or knowledge in
order to become a server so if you would like to join the team you would be
most welcome. We are always looking for new members to ensure this
important contribution to the liturgy continues to flourish.

Music at St George’s.

Friday Lunch Club

It’s time for the announcement of Series Four in our Last Friday Concerts! I
hope it will prompt you to make a note of these dates in your diary so that we
can build on the success of the three previous series and also encourage
the growing sense of community and fellowship among the regular audience
members (even if regular means once a season!). There is no denying the
importance of the freshly prepared canapés in the interval to get peoples’
taste buds going and to promote conversation and a bit of a ‘buzz’. There is
always room for anyone who would like to join the team who prepare the
food, even on an ad hoc basis. You could demonstrate your existing skills or
perhaps learn a few new tricks. Do let us know. Whether you contribute or
simply enjoy the moment, there’s always a good atmosphere in the Centre.

We have now into our second year of giving the street homeless a warm
welcome and a hot meal each Friday. In January 2020 we served over
seventy meals, many more than in the first faltering weeks of 2019.
However, it has helped to begin slowly and we have all increased in
confidence in this provision.

The first concert in the new series is on April 24th when we will host the St
Richard Singers, who rehearse regularly at St George’s. The concert’s title
will be “St Richard Singers and Friends” and will include vocal and
instrumental solos as well as choral highlights (especially Ralph Vaughan
Williams’s Five Mystical Songs). Their new conductor got the choir off to a
spectacular start in their Christmas concert and he - Sachin Gunga
(Assistant Organist at Portsmouth Cathedral) - may well put the organ
through its paces as one of the solo items.

The May concert sees the return (by popular acclaim) of the Rector to the
organ bench. He is preparing more new pieces for this year’s extravaganza
and there is a rumour that the Director of Music may join in the fun. May 29 th
is the date and for this particular concert entry is free, but we ask for a
retiring donation.
In Series 2 we heard the first solo guitar recital in St. George’s and last year
we had a duo in the form of Linda Kelsall-Barnett and her daughter Zoe
giving us a ravishing concert. To continue a theme and at her suggestion,
we have invited a ‘guitar orchestra’ in the form of the West Sussex Guitar
Club to perform for us at the concert on June 26th. They will present solos
and ensembles from junior and senior members as well as combining forces
for works by Bach and Ravel. Imagine that – or better still, come along on
June 26th!
Our July concert will be another variety of our ‘Home-grown’ productions!
Our headline performer will be Victoria Carlisle, returning by popular demand
and she will be playing a very special harp that she keeps in this country. As
well as some solo pieces she will be joined by our wonderful clarinetist –
Gordon Egerton and the choir, not to mention Derek Price and other soloists
from the choir to give a classy but homely evening of music making. Last
year we discovered ‘A Voice’ and wonder whether he will be free to make a
return performance? Or is there someone in the parish who feels they might
have a musical contribution to make in their Parish Church? Let us know.
The August Last Friday Concert has become the time when we hope most of
the Luc Family will be available for a wonderful catch up of their musical
(and romantic?) exploits throughout the year. This is always a very special
occasion, so make a note to get to the church in good time to get a seat.

Members of St George’s congregation have not only produced four teams
with a minimum of four helpers in each one, but also donated money, goods
for the gift table and if your name is Colette, the best rice puddings ever!

The response to the appeal for sleeping bags was magnificent, and we
were able to donate a nearly a dozen to a central store at St Pancras
Church, whilst retaining some at St George’s
If you are able to give socks or gloves, new or used, or warm woollens, they
are very useful to put on our gift table where we also place an assortment of
toiletries, lavatory paper, pocket tissues and razors etc.
Due to relocations and paid employment we have lost two of our cooks, so
if you feel you could offer your help once a month, there would be a warm
welcome. I know everyone who is involved would agree that this is a very
cheering way to serve our community.
Pat Sparkes

Last Friday Concerts
The new season of Last Friday Concerts begins in April
with:
April 24th St Richard Singers

And continues on

May 29th with
Father Tim on the
Organ with a mixed

programme of organ solos

The date is August 28th and the concert starts at 7.30pm. For all the
concerts tickets (including refreshments) are £10 (still!) and under 18s are
given free entry.

Calling All Panto Lovers
There has been a suggestion made that St George’s might put on a
Pantomime in January 2021 and I’ve been asked to look into the feasibility
of our being able to do this.
Firstly, I would like to know your thoughts on the idea.
If we do go ahead, we are going to need ( among other things) a Director,
actors, scenery, costumes, props and musicians, as well as helpers
backstage and front of house.
As it’s a Panto, we will also want children involved and will need proper adult
supervision for them.
It is going to mean a lot of commitment from quite a few people!
The last two Pantomimes at St George’s were successful, in that they
brought the community into the church and they did raise funds, but at the
same time there were a lot of expenses involved which we are determined
to avoid this time. We really want everyone to be able to pitch in and work
together to get it done “in house”.
I am working on a basic script at the moment. It’s going to be “Dick
Whittington and his Cat”
A first meeting is intended for April (after Easter) - if we have enough
interest.
So please let me know, as soon as possible, what you think about the
idea ,and if you are willing to get involved; in any capacity.
It’s an opportunity to include all the community, so let your family, friends
and neighbours know that they are all welcome to get involved as well, and
please pass on my contact details

September 25th will see familiar and fresh faces at St George’s, when Tim
Ravalde will gather and host another group of ‘Young and Talented
Organists’. Our concert last year was so successful that it has been popping
up in other places; do come along and see what Tim can conjure up this
year.

Speak to me, telephone me on
geoffreymerrry@aol.com

Moving on now to 2002 when the old Church Hall was being demolished; In
the rafters over the hall’s stage the builders found the candlesticks together
with a heavy silvered thurible. The candlesticks had been corroded by the
damp beyond repair, but after renovation by Father Peter Vincent the
thurible was put back into use.

01243 528795, or email me:

WRAP Community Choir
We were delighted to see 40 members return to our weekly sessions in
the new year even though the weather was so wet, cold and miserable.
Ben, our Director of Music entertained us, between rehearsing of his
escapades during the festive season, and as always, we have so much
fun and laughter as well as concentrating on getting our now four-part
harmonies right.
Attendees to our Christmas concert were very
generous with their donations for the choir’s nominated charities, nearly
£250 shared equally between the Chichester Child Contact Centre and
PACSO. Our summer concert will take place on Tuesday 14 th July @
7.30pm. As always entry free.

I make no excuses for the final choice in Series Four’s list of concerts. Our
own Chichester City Band goes from strength to strength and the walls of the
church positively resound with the warmth of their playing (almost as much
as the organ?!). Join them for the last Last Friday Concert of Series Four on
October 30th at 7.30pm.

The Mystery Thurible
The contents of the church are listed in an inventory, a document that is kept
up to date by the churchwardens. When there is a change of wardens the
outgoing and incoming wardens make a check of the items. In 1981 Peter
Upton, one of the churchwardens, died suddenly on the afternoon of Palm
Sunday. Fred Corbin, the PCC treasurer stepped up to take his place,
inevitably the inventory could not be checked.
In 1986, when I was appointed as a warden, we carried out an inspection
only to find that a pair of silver candlesticks was missing. Despite thorough
searches they could not be found and an insurance claim was made on the
assumption that they had been stolen; we were recompensed for the loss by
our insurers.

We eventually worked out what must have happened, on Palm Sunday the
congregation would assemble in the hall for prayers wher a lectern was set
up adorned with the candlesticks before processing to the
church. As the procession left Peter must have put them
above the stage for safe keeping before hurrying along to the
service, sadly he was never to retrieve them.
But where did the thurible come from? There is no record of it
being part of our inventory and, although we now have a new,
lighter, model it is still used for some occasions. We did tell
the insurance company, but as they were so badly corroded,
they did not want them, it appears that the silver items that we
claimed for were in fact just plated metal.
Finally should you wish to see what a thurible can look like go
to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2QFd_55El1I
now that is a thurible!

From Fr Toby...

Servers at St George’s
At St George’s we are fortunate to have a team of altar servers to assist at
Sunday Mass and the various special services throughout the year.
Servers help in preparing for the service - lighting candles, ensuring the wine
and wafers are in place, etc. and during the service as part of the sanctuary
party, assisting the clergy as required. At the end of the Mass we tidy the
sanctuary and ensure everything is put safely away. It is not difficult to
learn the routines involved and doesn’t require any particular skill or
knowledge in order to become a server so if you would like to join the team
you would be most welcome. We are always looking for new members to
ensure this important contribution to the liturgy continues to flourish.

BE STILL
The Chichester Contemplative Prayer Group
Exploring silent prayer in the Christian tradition

St Teresa of Avila
Venue: The Vicar’s Hall, Chichester Cathedral

Saturday 28th March2020
10.30am - 3.00pm
Gather from 10.00am for coffee

Dr Roy Norton
A lecturer at the University of Oxford specialising in the literature and religious
culture of sixteenth and seventeenth century Spain
We will look at the life and spirituality of the Spanish mystic, St Teresa of Avila,
exploring:

Her extraordinary life Her teaching on prayer
Her achievements
Cost: £10 for the day

Lunch will not be provided so you may like to bring a packed lunch
For further information and to reserve a place contact David Browning
at bestillchichester@btinternet.com
or on 01243 839922; or visit our website: www.bestillchichester.com

A few months ago, I got to meet one of my
predecessors. I’d already heard a lot about
Fr Ivor Smith-Cameron, who was the curate
here from 1954 to 1958. When we met, he
told me: “everything I learned about the
priesthood was taught to me by the people of
St George’s.” More than sixty years later, as
my curacy draws to a close, I know just what
he means, because the same goes for me.
I’ll always be grateful to you all for the time
and love you’ve shared with me, teaching me
how to be a priest.
So, how have you taught me about being a
priest – and, before that, a deacon?
I have learned at the altar. In the months
leading up to my First Mass, Fr Tim showed
me – and it needed great patience on our
Rector’s part! – how to say, and, above all, how to pray the Mass. It has
been such a privilege to be a priest in a church where the faithful don’t just
come on Sundays, but day by day to be nourished by Jesus in his word and
sacrament.
Our young people too have taught me how to be a priest. I’ve really enjoyed
preparing them for first communion or confirmation and trying to answer their
often challenging – and sometimes strange! – questions about the faith, as
well as taking turns with Fr Tim to lead the weekly worship at
Rumboldswhyke School.
I’ve learned from you as a community. That is not just in our fellowship at
church, but also when parishioners are in hospital or housebound: so often
I’ve come to a bedside to find members of the congregation already there.
I’ve seen the generosity of people at St George’s, who make sure that the
church reaches out further and deeper into our local community, welcoming
in our guests at the Friday lunches, or at Tea and Chat and our Carers’
Group.
Through our weekly bible study, our Lent groups, on our parish pilgrimage to
Walsingham, and in the Be Still contemplative prayer group, I’ve enjoyed
exploring the riches of God’s love revealed to us in the scriptures and the
teachings of the Church.
Some of those who have taught me most are no longer with us. What a
privilege it has been to have my faith strengthened by being alongside those
facing the end of their earthly life with such joy and love.
So, thank you all for teaching me to be a priest. I’ll be keeping you in my
prayers as I move. If you’re ever nearby, please look up the parish of
Swindon New Town and come and say hello. God bless you all.

