
A message from Father Angus 

Dear Friends 

I am delighted to be writing to you as your new Rector. Thank you to 

all of you who came to the service last Monday evening. You made 

me, and my family, feel very welcome. I realise that several of you 

were not able to attend and so I look forward to getting know all of 

you and the wider parish in due course.  

One of the most moving parts of the service for me was when I knelt 

before Bishop Ruth. She handed me the legal document related to my 

licensing and said ‘receive the cure of souls which is both yours and 

mine.’ In this season of gift-giving, I was made aware of just how 

precious a gift has been entrusted into my care – the cure of all the 

souls in this parish. 

 In this time of great uncertainty and distress, it is vital that we attend to the health of both our souls 

and bodies. In fact, it is good to remind ourselves that the cure of our souls lies at the heart of 

Christmas. God enters into the soul of our existence to heal it from within. God comes to us intimately 

as one of us, by being born as a fragile baby, dependent on the nurture and generosity of others. God 

does this to show that the cure for our troubled and wearied souls is to live a human life ever more 

open to and rooted in loving others and God, especially in the face of suffering. 

 This informs all that I do as your parish priest. For me to hold the cure of souls means the following: to 

preach the word of God’s undying love for all as revealed in Christ; to administer the sacraments of 

God’s love that underpin the life of faith, reverence and worship; to foster the life of prayer and 

spirituality that help us grow in relationship to God; to build up a community of love in which we learn 

to treasure each other as made in God’s image and nurture everyone’s gifts; to celebrate all that is 

good and true about human life irrespective of whether people believe the same things as us or not; 

and, to reach out to all those in need whomsoever they may be in the knowledge that they are already 

loved by God. 

This is not something, however, I do alone in my own strength. As I received the cure of souls from the 

Bishop on Monday, what made it so moving was that I had a sense of how I was already supported by 

all of you whom I do not yet know. Together we hold each other’s cure by the grace of God. The prayer 

of blessing that the Bishop said over me applies to us all: ‘Keep your eyes fixed on Jesus who was 

wounded for ours sins, that you may in your life and ministry bear the love and joy and peace which 

are the marks of Jesus in his disciples.’ 

 As the light of Christmas breaks into our lives this coming week, I pray that you may all receive and 

share the cure of Christ’s love, joy and peace which no darkness can ever overcome.  

Fr Angus 
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