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Christ the King, next before Advent                                                        Parish Mass  
 

This Sunday is also known as ‘Stir up Sunday’ from the words of the collect of the day; ‘Stir up we beseech thee, 
O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people….’ 
Today we pray for Ginnie as she prepares for baptism and confirmation, and Emma and Sam as they prepare 
for confirmation. 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Today we mark the last Sunday of the Church year with the Feast of Christ the King. This crowns the 
calendar with a celebration of Christ’s cosmic sovereignty over heaven and earth. However favourably we 
might relate to our new king Charles III, we might nonetheless wonder how appropriate it is to speak of 
Christ as king. Does this not risk detaching Jesus from our everyday lives? Does it not smack of worldly 
power and privilege that too often turns tyrannical, quashes freedom and derides the poor and weak? Has 
the world not seen enough of those who would call themselves kings? 
 

In his earthly ministry, however, Jesus rejects all politicized accounts of God’s sovereignty. He reveals the 
truth of exercising royal power in the world in a way decidedly not of this world: the truth of an unfailing love 
poured out for others. This is the essence of God’s kingdom as it shines out in Jesus’ person. He is king of 
all creation because, from the foundation of all things, his very identity is one of humble loving service. 
Jesus receives all that he is in love from God the Father in the generous outpouring of God the Holy Spirit; 
a loving generosity that cannot be kept for itself but is given over to humanity as the source of our true 
freedom and joy. There can be no tyranny here. Only the willingness to share, serve and suffer for love’s 
sake.  
 

Let us recall too that Jesus’ crown is made of thorns. He is mocked as King of the Jews by those who torture 
and kill him. His throne is the wooden cross. Here is revealed the truth and power of the kingdom of God’s 
love. A love that shines out in the mystery of resurrection and the new life of a Spirit-filled communion that 
overcomes division, death and destruction. It is against this standard of transformative suffering love that 
Christ exercises kingly authority. And he urges us to share in his royal prerogative too, by the same royal 
way of humble service that judges every encounter against love’s majestic scope and intimate concern for 
each person. 
 

Jesus sets God’s royal seal on our hearts. In doing so he calls and empowers us in our broken humanity to 
build up, here and now, in our lives in Chichester, amid crisis and upheaval, the life of love that he has given 
over to us, especially in relation to the hungry, thirsty, stranger, naked, sick, imprisoned – all who suffer. 
For God’s kingdom belongs first to ones such as these. Christ privileges them to be with him in the courts 
of Paradise. And humanity as a whole enters into its royal inheritance only by affirming their dignity, in the 
presence of the crucified, risen and ascended King, who will come again to judge and rule all things by love. 
This is the beginning and end of the Church year and all time. 
 
With my prayers and blessings, 
Fr Angus 
 
Advent and Christmas Dates (in addition to regular Sunday services): 
27 November – 6pm Advent Liturgy – We wait and watch for the coming of Christ with passages from 
scripture, hymns, and advent carols sung by the choir. 
18 December – 4pm Parish Carol Service – A serving featuring well-known carols, beautiful choral music, 
and readings proclaiming the birth of Christ. 
20 December – 7pm Carol Singing – All are welcome to come along and sing Christmas Carols at locations 
around the parish. Minced pies and hot beverages supplied. 
24 December – 3pm Carols around the Crib (family service) – Through song, story and actions, take part 
in the wonder and joy of the nativity. For families and young children. 
24 December – 11pm Midnight Mass – The Light shines in the darkness; the Word becomes flesh. 
Experience the mystery of Christ’s Incarnation with choral music and the blessing of the crib. 
25 December – 10am Choral Mass – With great joy and thanksgiving, we celebrate the birth of Jesus at 
our main Sunday Parish Mass. All are welcome! 
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Dates - November 
Monday 21st   --   St George’s Tots in the Centre – 10:30am to 12:00pm  
                            PCC 7.30pm,  [Note: no preceding Mass] 
Tuesday 22nd  –   WRAP Community Choir  - 7.30pm to 9.00pm 
Wednesday 23rd -Said Mass in the Lady Chapel - 11.30am                    
Thursday 24th  --  Said Mass in the Lady Chapel - 9.30am 
Friday 25th  -        Last Friday Concert 7.30pm – Chichester City Band 
Sunday 27th    -   Advent Sunday, the beginning of the church year   -  Parish Mass  10.00 am 
                         – Advent Liturgy – 6pm  [See note above] 
 
Wednesday Compline/Night Prayer – There will be a contemplative service of night prayer every 
Wednesday during Advent 7:30pm in the Lady Chapel. The service will be contemplative, have a sung 
element and a period of silence.  

 

 

Thursday afternoon Advent Reflection Group – commencing on December 1st - 1:30pm-3:00pm in the 
Rectory. “Lectio Divina during Advent – Prayer and reflection with Scripture, Art and Music.” Course 
materials will be supplied and simple refreshments served. There is a sign-up sheet from Sunday to 
gauge interest and availability.  

 

 

Carol singing in the parish, 7pm Tuesday 20 December – We are looking to form a small band of 
enthusiastic people drawn from our choir and wider congregation to go out into the cold dark of winter and 
spread warmth, light and tidings of good joy by singing carols in the local community. No previous 
experience required! The plan would be to begin at the Amphitheatre and then walk over to Royal Close 
off York Road. The hope is that minced pies and hot drinks will be served along the way too. Please 
speak to Sue Howell-Evans or Fr Angus if you are interested. A sign-up sheet is available at the back of 
church. 
 

 

The last concert in this year’s series of Last Friday Concerts will be held next Friday, November 25th at 
7.30pm and will be what is becoming a popular annual occasion, a visit by the Chichester City Band, led 
by their guest conductor, Major Tim Cooper.  Tickets on the door £10.  Under 18’s free 
 
 

We are still hoping to stage a Burns Night on Friday 27th January, this will be an evening of feasting, 
music and merriment, with a welcome glass of bubbles followed by a  ceremonial three course supper 
and accompanied by a magnificent piper, readings and songs. We need a jolly crowd to make this 
evening  a success, the cost will be £25 per head. But, to assess the viability of the event, we do have to 
have an idea of the number of those who will attend, please let us know on the sheet at the rear of church 
if you would like to come.  
 
WRAP-CHAT Wednesday 7th December, 3pm in The Centre (£2).  An afternoon of musical entertainment 
by our very own Susan Howell Evans with singing during the second half of the afternoon, after a tea 
party and the drawing for the raffle prizes.  All are very welcome to attend to what we are sure is going to 
be a lovely social afternoon. 
 

Transition Chichester hold their Earth Café every Friday from 10.30am - 1.00pm at the Guide Hall, in 
Whyke Lane, The Earth Café is a space where you can explore your understanding of and appreciation 
for nature,  connect with others who share your interests, get the low-down on local environmental 
initiatives, receive practical & moral support for your own initiatives! And relax over a cuppa with biscuits 
& cake, everyone is welcome.  Find out more at https://www.transitionchichester.org/earth-cafe/   No need 
to book - just come along! They look forward to welcoming you, 
 
Contact details:       
 Parish Office:  Tel. 01243 782885 Email:  stgeorges@whyke.info                                                       
Rector:  Revd. Fr. Angus Reid  Tel. 01243 533112     Email: frangusreid@outlook.com           
Contact during Churchwarden vacancies: Geraldine Burrows - gmburrows@hotmail.co.uk - 01243 

539620 
Newsletter Editors:   Ken Green – kaagreen@talktalk.net – 01243 789869                                                                  

Geraldine Burrows – gmburrows@hotmail.co.uk – 01243 539620  
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