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The UN General Assembly, taking into account the large and increasing number of migrants in the world has 
proclaimed 18 December as International Migrants Day to recognize the contributions made by millions of migrants 
to the economies of their host and home countries and promoting respect for their basic human rights. 
 

Dear Friends, 
This year’s BBC Reith Lectures have taken for their inspiration a text from Franklin D Roosevelt’s 
State of the Union Address to Congress delivered in 1941. Roosevelt speaks of four essential 
freedoms that should be safeguarded everywhere in the world: the freedom of speech, freedom of 
worship, freedom from want and freedom from fear. As we are only too aware, the significance of 
these freedoms, or, indeed, the lack of them is still as pressing in our own age as they were during 
the era of the Second World War when Roosevelt first articulated them. It is well worth listening to the 
Reith Lectures, if you have not already done so (the final one will be given this Wednesday). I would 
like to draw your attention in particular to the lecture delivered by the former Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Rowan Williams, who speaks about the freedom of worship. 
 
One way we might think of the seasons of Advent and Christmas is that they are a time for us to 
rediscover not only our freedom to worship God as Christians but also, and more fundamentally, how 
human freedom and dignity are bound up with worship. This is a time to we rediscover our humanity 
in its fundamental openness to what is beyond all things, to a sacred and transcendent reality that 
cannot be destroyed, controlled, bought, bribed or killed but rather breaks into our world and calls us 
to creativity and freedom; to truth, goodness, beauty; to act wisely, justly, with compassion, hope and 
joy free from fear. Paradoxically, only in openness to what is greater than us in this way do we come 
into the fullness of our humanity and our freedom. Rowan Williams’ words, spoken at the end of his 
lecture, are particularly powerful in this regard. I commend them to you as we head in the final week 
of our Advent pilgrimage towards Christmas. This is what he says: 
 
The freedom to spend time in attention to something held to be mysterious, nurturing, elusive and 
sometimes frustrating, tantalising and inexhaustible: that’s the freedom of worship. It means the 
freedom of a contemplative Carmelite nun to gaze in silence at the altar for an hour. The freedom of 
the Jew on Shabbat. The freedom of a whole community gathered for an hour or two to sing, listen 
and articulate what is longed for. It is, you could say, an extreme version of the freedom we 
encounter in music or theatre, the freedom that comes from permission not to be useful or productive, 
but just to be human and to allow that humanity to come for a moment more fully into focus. For the 
religious believer such a coming into focus is inseparable from standing in a certain light, trusting in a 
certain presence, simply looking into a darkness that is paradoxically illuminating and generates new 
vision. The secular observer is free to see this as a waste of time, yet limiting or abolishing such 
timewasting is an essential violent project because it shuts down vital areas of human imagination, 
the sense of responsibility to something more than naked power, the sense of irony that allows 
human power to be put into perspective, the sense of hope that reminds us that the way things 
happen to me today is not set in stone… What if there are priorities radically unconcerned with 
success or profit or popularity? What if the deepest human dignity is visible in the sovereign freedom 
to adore and delight? What would human society look like if that were true?  
With my prayers and blessings, 
Fr Angus 
 
The Fed and Nourished event, formerly the Pop up Pantry continues to be held every other Friday 
in the Centenary Centre, it has proved to be a popular event, you are invited to bring a shopping bag 
and fill it from a selection of mixed groceries and rescued produce for a suggested donation of £3.50, 
helping you to save your money for other essentials. As the food you choose is rescued it is good for 
the planet too. The next date is next Friday 23rd December at 10.00am followed by January  6th and 
20th and February 3rd and 17th. 
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This Week’s Diary  
Sunday 18th  -      Parish Carol Service – 4.00pm [see note below] 
Monday 19th   -    St George’s Tots in the Centre – 10:30am to 12:00pm  
Tuesday 20th  -    Carol Singing – 7.00pm  [see note below] 
Wednesday 21st - Said Mass in the Lady Chapel - 11.30am     

       Compline in the Lady Chapel 7.30pm 
Thursday 22nd  -   Said Mass in the Lady Chapel - 9.30am 
                             Advent Reflection Course in the Rectory -  1.30pm – 3.00pm  
Saturday 24th  -    Carols around the Crib [for families and young children] 3.00pm 
                             Midnight Mass  -   11.00pm 
Sunday 25th   -     Christmas Day  Parish Choral Mass  10.00 am 
 

Advent and Christmas Dates (in addition to regular Sunday services): 
18 December – 4pm Parish Carol Service – A service featuring well-known carols, beautiful choral music, 

and readings proclaiming the birth of Christ. 
20 December – 7pm Carol Singing – All are welcome to come along and sing Christmas Carols at       

locations around the parish. Minced pies and hot beverages 
supplied. 

24 December – 3pm Carols around the Crib (for families and young children) – Through song, story      
                                                                   and actions, take part in the wonder and joy of the nativity. 
24 December –11pm Midnight Mass –The Light shines in the darkness; the Word becomes flesh. 

Experience the mystery of Christ’s Incarnation with choral music 
and the blessing of the crib. 

25 December – 10am Choral Mass –      With great joy and thanksgiving, we celebrate the birth of Jesus  
at our main Sunday Parish Mass. All are welcome 

 

Carol singing in the parish, 7pm Tuesday 20 December – For all those who have signed up to go out 
singing carols, booklets with the carols are available at the back of the church. Please note the change 
of locations and running order. We now plan to meet at the car park behind The Wickham Arms 
pub on York Road at 7:00pm. We will then sing at various locations around Royal Close before 
receiving some refreshments provided by local residents and heading off to the Amphitheatre for a final 
burst of song (bringing some mince pies and hot drink for good festive measure). All are welcome to join 
even if you have not signed up. No previous experience required! Please speak to Sue Howell-Evans or 
Fr Angus if you are interested. 
 

St. George’s Burns Night Supper on Friday 27 January 2023, 19:00 – 22:00  will include marching in 
with a Scottish Piper, lovely food and Burns Night Poetry!  To be held within the church and Centre. 
Details and tickets on: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/burns-night-supper-tickets-480860636107?utm-
campaign=social%2Cemail&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-
source=strongmail&utm-term=listing 
 
 

WRAP Community Choir -Thank you to everyone who attended the concert on Tuesday, braving the 
cold and ignoring the call to watch football on the television.  Well done to all those who took part during 
the evening.The total collection at the end of the evening came to £151.00p for local charities, Children on 
the Edge and Contact 88.  Thank you. 
The choir will return for their weekly rehearsals in the Centre on Tuesday 10th January, at 7.30pm.  We 
meet during academic dates.  We request £5 a session to help meet our overheads.  All are welcome, 
whether you can sing, or you think you can’t. 
 
 

Contact details:       
 Parish Office:  Tel. 01243 782885 Email:  stgeorges@whyke.info                                                       
Rector:  Revd. Fr. Angus Reid  Tel. 01243 533112     Email: frangusreid@outlook.com    
        
Contact during Churchwarden vacancies: Geraldine Burrows - gmburrows@hotmail.co.uk - 539620 
Newsletter Editors:   Ken Green – kaagreen@talktalk.net – 01243 789869                                                                  

Geraldine Burrows – gmburrows@hotmail.co.uk – 01243 539620  
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