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St George’s Newsletter          No.144            Sunday 25th December 2022 
Christmas Day                                                                        10.00am    Parish Mass  
Join us for our Christmas Day service to celebrate the coming of Jesus into the world                        .   
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Merry Christmas to you all! It is a joy to mark my second Christmas at St George’s. I have especially appreciated 
being able to be with you for the whole of Advent for the first time. I arrived last year towards the end of the 
season. The waiting and watching was all but over. Now, however, I feel as if I have been given, as an early gift, 
the final piece of the jigsaw puzzle to see how we celebrate this time of year as a church. 
 

It has been a delight to have our red brick building fill with song and story about God’s coming into the midst of 
us at both our Advent Liturgy and Carol Service. Our choir have sung beautifully and it has been heartening to 
see many people from both the church and the wider community attend these services splashed with a sense 
of wonder and gratitude. This was also the case with the two school nativity services and a Christingle service 
which saw children, parents and staff from Rumboldswhyke and Kingsham Primary make St George’s their own 
through carols, readings and a palpable sense of pride and love. This chorus was completed by the wonderful 
concert put on by our WRAP Choir where those with the simple desire to make music brought joy to others 
though their courage to sing out their hearts. 
 

The Christmas Fair was a treat too. I had heard so much about this that it was great finally to experience it for 
myself with my family. The amount of planning, preparation and teamwork behind the scenes was breath-taking. 
The day itself was full of happiness, community spirit and how lovely it was to see the church brimming with 
families waiting to see Father Christmas, talking to elves, and visiting the activity stalls. Meanwhile, the Centre 
was abuzz with activity, hospitality, haggling, conversation, raffling, the smell of mince pies and happy chance 
encounters. It did feel like St George’s at its best. 
 

It has been good too to be able to hold a few extra, more low key, services and events during Advent. The 
weekly celebration of Compline on Wednesday nights where a small group have braved the cold and dark to 
gather in silence and candlelight to chant plainsong and pray brought a refreshing stillness to the week, held, it 
seemed, on behalf of everyone amid the pace and pressures of our lives. And so too the Advent Reflection 
group coming together every Thursday to slow down and listen anew to familiar passages from Scripture and 
discover new insights, a sense of fellowship and hope in the way God speaks his word to us through the voices 
and lives of others if we but help each other to listen, to speak what is truly on our hearts, to be encouraged in 
our own experiences of life and faith. 
 

The J-team Nativity Play this year, quite rightly, drew widespread praise. The children were fantastic in all their 
roles, the choreography gave it drama and plot, and there were delightful moments of unscripted comedy and 
endearing shyness thrown in too. Truly an early celebration of Christmas that brought rejoicing all round. 
 

Christmas tells the story of how God, the one who brings all things into being, who sustains all things in their 
existence, impossibly came to dwell amongst us as one of us as Jesus Chris. As John’s Gospel puts it, God’s 
word became flesh. God’s light shone in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it. As Christians, who 
live still in a time of darkness, despair, war, poverty, social dissipation and political breakdown, we are 
commissioned every Christmas, indeed at every celebration of Christ’s Mass, to shine this light of God in our 
homes, lives and world. As a church, we have played a small part in this too. By our regular commitment to 
Sunday worship, by baptising a new member of the church, by the often-hidden dedication of all our volunteers, 
by hosting the Community Food Hub, providing social space at the WRAP Chat, opening the Centre to refugees, 
greeting strangers and those in need with kindness and respect – here shines that light by the grace of the 
Christ-child. Just as it seemed to shimmer and sparkle as a few of us went carolling out in the parish under the 
starry heavens, accompanied by a brass band, a violin, and perhaps an angel or two, singing ‘Joy to the World’ 
and others carols to the surprise and delight of young and old alike.  
 

May you all have a happy and blessed Christmas, you and your loved ones, and may we keep vigilant watch for 
any in need at this time, 
Fr Angus 
 
Fr Angus will be on annual leave after Christmas until 4th January, in the event of any urgent pastoral matters 
please contact Mthr Martha, the Rural Dean, in the first instance or, alternatively, Archdeacon Luke 
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This and Next Week’s Diary  
Sunday 25th  - Christmas Day Parish Mass  10.00am 
Sunday January 1st -  Parish Mass  10.00am  
Wednesday 4th - Said Mass in the Lady Chapel - 11.30am  
Wednesday 4th – WRAP-CHAT  in The Centre @ 3pm  
Thursday 5th  -   Said Mass in the Lady Chapel - 9.30am 
Friday 6th  - Fed and Nourished Pantry  10.00am 
As Fr Angus is away on leave, there will be no mid-week Masses on 28th and 29th December 
 

Bishop Martin's Christmas video message for church communities focuses on the star as a significant 
aspect of our Christmas crib. Reminding us of our place in the universe, the night sky's beauty, and in the 
Christmas story, it is the sign of where Jesus Christ is to be found. You can watch the video here 
https://anglican.us4.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=7a86e90c11bd11bb3e7fe22e6&id=6cb50d4b07&e=faea5ff59f 
 

We share with you the news that the Dean of Chichester, Dean Stephen, is to leave the Cathedral in the New 
Year. He is returning to Dorset to become the vicar of the benefice of Piddle Valley. We pray for him as he 
embarks on this new venture. The former Dean of St Paul's Cathedral, the Right Reverend Graeme Knowles, 
will serve as Acting Dean until Easter 2023 when the Reverend Canon Simon Holland, Vicar of Saint Paul’s 
church in Chichester will take up the post of Interim Dean until a permanent successor to the Dean can 
be appointed 
 

WRAP-CHAT Our next social get together will be on Wednesday 4th January when we will indulge in a 
Beetle-Drive afternoon.  If this is a new activity for you, please do come along and enjoy playing this game, 
there will be lots of laughter and who knows, someone must achieve the top score and win a prize. 
 

St. George’s Burns Night Supper on Friday 27 January 2023, 19:00 – 22:00  will include marching in with a 
Scottish Piper, lovely food and Burns Night Poetry!  To be held within the church and Centre. 
Details and tickets on: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/burns-night-supper-tickets-480860636107?utm-
campaign=social%2Cemail&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-
source=strongmail&utm-term=listing 
 

Tea cloths – An appeal has been received for the return of the teacloths that are used within the Centre 
kitchen, hopefully washed and ready to be used again.  We do appreaciete it when members of the church 
kindly take home used cloths and handtowels for washing, but suddenly the drawer is almost empty.Thank 
you. 
 

Foodbank Appeal -At this time of the year in particular  the local Foodbank is so grateful for the donations 
received from St George’s Church.  We thank Sue and Tom for fulfilling the roles of local contacts, delivering 
all contributions received to the local distribution centre. 
The following are being asked for and if you are able to bring any of the following to church please put them 
along on the left at the back of church. They will be removed at the end of Mass.  

Tinned meat, including Vegetables, Peas, Tomatoes, Carrots and Green beans. Sponge puddings,   
Rice puddings or custard,  Toothbrushes. Kitchen roll.  Conditioner. Toilet rolls. Size 7 nappies.    

                   
The Fed and Nourished event, formerly the Pop-up Pantry continues to be held every other Friday in the 

Centenary Centre and it has proved to be a popular event.  You are invited to bring a shopping bag and fill it 

from a selection of mixed groceries and rescued produce for a suggested donation of £3.50, helping you to 

save your money for other essentials. As the food you choose is rescued it is good for the planet too. The next 

date is Friday 6th January at 10.00am followed by Jan 20th, Feb 3rd,  and Feb 17th,. 

And finally, your editors take this opportunity to wish you all and those that you love, a peaceful 

and blessed Christmas.  We will be taking a break over the Christmas holiday so there will be no 

Newsletter for next week. 
 

Contact details:       
Parish Office:  Tel. 01243 782885 Email:  stgeorges@whyke.info                                                       
Rector:  Revd. Fr. Angus Reid  Tel. 01243 533112     Email: frangusreid@outlook.com    
Newsletter Editors:   Ken Green – kaagreen@talktalk.net – 01243 789869 
                                    Geraldine Burrows – gmburrows@hotmail.co.uk – 01243 539620  
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