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St George’s Newsletter          No.145                Sunday 8th January 2023 
The Feast of Epiphany                                                       10.00am    Parish Mass  
The Epiphany commemorates the visit of the wise men to worship the baby Jesus, it is the day when 
we celebrate the revelation of God incarnate as Jesus Christ                                                              .                                                                                
.                                                                                       
Father Angus returns to lead our worship today, following his well-earned family break. 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

Today we celebrate the feast of Epiphany, something that we associate particularly with the Magi 
visiting the Christ-child. Here, the light of God, who has come to dwell amongst us as a tiny infant, 
radiates out of a single human life and beyond the bounds of family and the chosen people of Israel to 
be a light for all peoples. This child’s fragile humanity glows with a truly divine light that the world's 
darkness cannot extinguish; a light whose human face answers tangibly to the yearning of our own 
hearts for what is real, beautiful, good and true amid anxiety and turmoil. Beyond the feast and high 
days, however, we are called, like the Magi returning home by a different way, to attend to how God’s 
appearing amid our vulnerability alters our vision of the ordinary. Each thing, however insignificant, 
however ambiguous, can broker an encounter with Christ’s light, inviting us beyond ourselves into the 
transformation realised fully on the cross and Easter’s victory.  

 

The poet Geoffrey Hill beautifully evokes this divinely-lit vision of the mundane in his poem “Epiphany 
at Saint Mary and All Saints": The wise men, vulnerable in ageing plaster, / are borne as gifts / to be 
set down among the other treasures / in their familial strangeness, mystery’s toys. / Below the church 
the Stour slovens / through its narrow cut. / On service roads the lights cast amber salt / slatted with a 
thin rain doubling as snow. / Showings are not unknown: a six-winged seraph / somewhere impends—
it is the geste of invention, / not the creative but the creator spirit. / The night air sings a colder spell to 
come. 
 

The poem offers a maturing vision of the light of Epiphany which escapes the plaster crib figures and 
the walls of a parish church into a world that is a complex mix of shifting meanings. Starting with a twist 
on the usual story, the wise men are no longer those who bear gifts to the Christ-child but have become 
gifts themselves and toys in faith’s mystery play. This churchy scene is then thrown open and 
juxtaposed to what seems a stark consideration of the dark world outside: the cold dirty river Stour 
cutting through the land and ugly service roads illuminated by sleet, stained with the artificial glare of 
streetlight. But much like fresh snow can quickly transform the drabbest of places, suddenly everything 
takes on a different light. We are given an image of an angel lying in wait and hovering above, a geste 
of invention (“geste” is a wordplay on “ghost” and the “gestation” of pregnancy). This brings together 
the nebulous character of poetic inspiration and the language of faith about the action of God’s Spirit 
in Mary, in Christ, in our humanity. A new vision arrives, not with blinding light, but darkly, gently – “The 
night air sings a colder spell to come”. The nightlight of this epiphany speaks to that poignant sense of 
mortality that comes upon us in moments of reflection. It invites us to consider, before the universal 
mystery of birth, the impending period (or spell) of inevitable coldness, vulnerability, ageing and dying. 
But it does so, as with the wise men, only to transform our vulnerable ageing plaster with the magical 
spell of a song full of promise. A song that tells of how all that we are, and all that we suffer, will be 
made new, borne as gifts, made into treasure, embraced as mystery’s toys in the familial strangeness 
of God’s own presence in the midst of us. The God who came, was born, suffered, died, rose and 
comes again to guide us in our very humanity along the road of generous service so that we may be 
showings and cast the transformative light of hope on all that is difficult in our world, doubling as God’s 
own kingdom, together with the wise men, Mary and All Saints. Do we see, do we show, do we sing, 
dare we play Christ’s epiphany in our ordinary?   
 

With my prayers and blessings, 
Fr Angus 
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This Week’s Diary - January 
Monday 9th  - St George’s Tots in the Centre – 10:30am to 12:00pm  
Tuesday 10th – WRAP Community Choir meet again @ 7.30pm 
Wednesday 11th - Said Mass in the Lady Chapel - 11.30am  
Thursday 12th  -   Said Mass in the Lady Chapel - 9.30am 
Sunday January 15th -  Parish Mass  10.00am  
 

An Epiphany Contemplation: 

The Stalingrad Madonna is an image of the Virgin Mary and 

Child drawn by Lieutenant Kurt Reuber, a German officer, 

physician and Protestant pastor, in December 1942 during the 

Battle of Stalingrad. This was the deadliest battle to take place 

during the Second World with an estimated 2 million total 

casualties. What was left of the German 6th Army was 

eventually encircled by the Russians and without food or 

ammunition they were forced to surrender. 

Dr. Reuber drew this simple charcoal sketch on the back of a 

map three feet by four feet. Two months later he would be 

taken prisoner and he died a year later in a prisoner of war 

camp. When the drawing was finished, Reuber pinned it up in 

the bunker, everyone who entered halted and stared, many 

began to cry. 

The Madonna was flown out of Stalingrad by Dr Wilhelm 

Grosse, commander of the 16th Panzer Division on the 

last transport plane to leave the encircled German 6th Army.  

The original drawing hangs today in Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial 

Cathedral in Berlin, and after the war, the German 

government sent copies to the governments of the United 

Kingdom and Russia as symbols of reconciliation. These 

copies are displayed in Coventry Cathedral and  Kazan 

Cathedral, Volgograd, formerly Stalingrad, respectively. 
 

St. George’s Burns Night Supper on Friday 27 January 2023, 19:00 – 22:00  will include marching 
in with a Scottish Piper, lovely food and Burns Night Poetry!  To be held within the church and 
Centre. 
Details and tickets on: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/burns-night-supper-tickets-480860636107?utm-
campaign=social%2Cemail&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-
source=strongmail&utm-term=listing   

 

UK Harvest are in need of more carrier bags. If you have any unwanted bags and are able to help 
please put them at the back of the church or hand them to Geoff or Jill Merry. Thank you. 
 

Thank you to everyone who last year donated their used postage stamps or milk bottle tops to charity 
by using the collection containers in church. St Wilfrid’s Hospice and Chestnut Tree House 
respectively are very grateful as the money raised helps to support their work. The containers can be 
found at the back of the church next to the Food Bank collection box. 
 

WRAP-CHAT   Thank you to those who atended the Beetle-Drive on Wednesday and  
congratulations to Sarah Wilkinson on achieving the highest score.  Next social get together is on 
Wednesday 1st February @ 3pm. 
 

Contact details:       
Parish Office:  Tel. 01243 782885 Email:  stgeorges@whyke.info                                                       
Rector:  Revd. Fr. Angus Reid  Tel. 01243 533112     Email: frangusreid@outlook.com    
Newsletter Editors:   Ken Green – kaagreen@talktalk.net – 01243 789869 
                                    Geraldine Burrows – gmburrows@hotmail.co.uk – 01243 539620 
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