
It is now possible to donate to St George’s using your smartphone by scanning the QR Code 
shown on the right. If you are unsure on how to use it, please seek advice from our Treasurer,  
Alison Davis, or Fr Angus.            

St George’s Newsletter          No.146               Sunday 15th January 2023 
Epiphany 2                                                                           10.00am    Parish Mass  
World Religion Day is celebrated on the third Sunday in January every year, and is a reminder of the 
need for harmony and understanding between religions and faith systems. On this day, communities 
of different faiths celebrate the differences and commonalities that the delicate intermingling of 
culture and religion bring                                                                                                                   .                                             
 
Dear Friends,  
 

The other day I was walking along the Fishbourne Channel between Fishbourne and Apuldram when, 
just as dusk was beginning to fall, suddenly, a flash of glorious blue feathery flame flitted before my 
eyes and disappeared off into a nearby bank. It made me leap for joy. It was my first encounter with a 
kingfisher since moving to Chichester. It immediately brought to mind one of my favourite poems by 
Gerard Manley Hopkins, As Kingfishers Catch Fire. Here is the poem: 
 

As kingfishers catch fire, dragonflies draw flame; 
As tumbled over rim in roundy wells 
Stones ring; like each tucked string tells, each hung bell's 
Bow swung finds tongue to fling out broad its name; 
Each mortal thing does one thing and the same: 
Deals out that being indoors each one dwells; 
Selves — goes itself; myself it speaks and spells, 
Crying Whát I dó is me: for that I came. 
 

I say móre: the just man justices; 
Keeps grace: thát keeps all his goings graces; 
Acts in God's eye what in God's eye he is — 
Chríst — for Christ plays in ten thousand places, 
Lovely in limbs, and lovely in eyes not his 
To the Father through the features of men's faces. 

 

The kingfisher I saw at Fishbourne certainly felt like it was dealing out its being indoors and crying in 
its swift glorious flight: what I do is me: for that I came! Aside from capturing the joy of such chance 
meetings in the countryside around Chichester, the poem also speaks to our Gospel today. There we 
encounter John the Baptist whose whole being and mission, kingfisher-like, is to catch fire and testify 
to Christ. ‘Here’, says John pointing to Christ, ‘is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the 
world.’ ‘This is the Son of God.’ John wants others to know who Jesus is through him. At first, this might 
seem to suggest that we should deny all that we are so that we can better point to Jesus. The truth, 
however, is far more surprising and challenging than that.  
 
We point to Christ only by becoming more fully who we each our in our distinctiveness and personal 
uniqueness as well as our common humanity: what I do is me, for that I came! And yet this is something 
we can only fully achieve by opening all that we are to the presence of others and God in our lives, so 
that we act, as the poem says, in God’s eye what in God’s eye we are. To point to Christ, like the 
kingfishers, the dragonflies, John the Baptist and all the disciples of Christ, is to celebrate the way 
Christ comes fully alive in eyes and limbs and faces that are not his. Far from offering a view of our 
relationship with God that requires we eliminate our difference from God, the Gospel states that we 
come closest to Christ by paradoxically celebrating each other’s irreplaceable personality and common 
humanity and the way we are not Christ even though we live in him, through him and with him. It is in 
communities where people’s differences can be affirmed and nourished in love and truth, communities 
I pray like St George’s, that Christ is revealed playing in ten thousand places. 
 
With my prayers and blessings, 
Fr Angus 
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This Week’s Diary - January 
Monday 16th  - St George’s Tots in the Centre – 10:30am to 12:00pm  
Tuesday 17th – WRAP Community Choir meet again @ 7.30pm 
Wednesday 18th - Said Mass in the Lady Chapel - 11.30am  
Thursday 19th  -   Said Mass in the Lady Chapel - 9.30am 
Friday 20th  - Fed and Nourished event, formerly the Pop up Pantry – 10.00am 
Sunday January 22nd -  All-Age Eucharist -  10.00am  
 

St. George’s Burns Night  

Sadly the Burns Night event scheduled for Friday 27th January has been cancelled. This is due to the number 

of people who signed up to attend being insufficient, making the occasion unviable. However our events 

committee is planning further events, watch this space! 

The Chichester Diocesan Lent Course 2023 –  
In introducing the theme of this year’s course ‘Reflecting the Year of the Old Testament’  Bishop Martin says 
he hopes that the course will help us to "pull the meaning of the Old Testament into your encounter with Jesus, 
sharpening your awareness of his death and resurrection at Easter, and its tremendous significance."   
His words can be heard on https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=880CohkYNbI 
 

Earth Café Every Friday from 10.30am - 1.00pm at The Guide Hall, 29 Whyke Lane.  
The Earth Café is a space where you can… 

▪ explore your understanding of and appreciation for nature 
▪ connect with others who share your interests 
▪ get the low-down on local environmental initiatives 
▪ receive practical & moral support for your own initiatives! 
▪ relax over a cuppa with biscuits & cake… 

No need to book - just come along! Looking forward to welcoming you, Everyone is welcome! 
another brilliant community initiative proudly supported by Transition Chichester  
https://www.transitionchichester.org/earth-cafe/ 
 
The Fed and Nourished event, formerly the Pop up Pantry continues to be held every other Friday in the 
Centenary Centre, it has proved to be a popular event, you are invited to bring a shopping bag and fill it from a 
selection of mixed groceries and rescued produce for a suggested donation of £3.50. As the food you choose 
is rescued it is good for the planet too. The next date is next Friday Jan 20th, followed by Feb 3rd,  and 17th,  
 

 
The Right Reverend Graeme Knowles was installed 
as Acting Dean of Chichester  by The Bishop of 
Chichester, Dr Martin Warner at a service of Choral 
Evensong on 11th January. 

 
 
 
 
 

Next PCC Meeting – A reminder to members that the next PCC Meeting will be taking place on Monday 
23rd January @ 7.30pm  The meeting will be preceded by Mass in the Lady Chapel at 7pm,  all are 
welcome to attend the service.   
 

Cathedral lunch time concerts -  Those who are avid attendees will be pleased to hear that the free 
concerts, held at the cathedral onTuesdays during term times, commencing at 1.10pm wll be returning 
this Tuesday, 17th January.  The performer will be Peter Dyke on the organ.  The 24th January will be 
violas and piano concert. 

 

Contact details:       
Parish Office:  Tel. 01243 782885 Email:  stgeorges@whyke.info                                                       
Rector:  Revd. Fr. Angus Reid  Tel. 01243 533112     Email: frangusreid@outlook.com    
Newsletter Editors:   Ken Green – kaagreen@talktalk.net – 01243 789869 
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                                    Geraldine Burrows – gmburrows@hotmail.co.uk – 01243 539620 
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