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                        St George’s Newsletter 
No.154                                                                                     Sunday12th March 2023 
Lent 2                                                                                       10.00am  Parish Mass 
Next Friday is St Patrick’s Day when the luck of the Irish and all things green are celebrated Initially, a day to 
honour the patron saint of Ireland, over time the holiday has evolved into a festive celebration of Irish culture. 
=========================================================================================== 

Dear Friends, 
 
Today at the Sunday Eucharist, Bishop Martin will confirm Emma, Sam and Ginnie. As part of their preparation 
for confirmation, it has been a joy and an honour for me to share in their different journeys towards faith and 
their decisions freely to say yes to God as part of the Church. It has also been heartening to witness how they 
and their families have already become so engaged with St George’s and the life of the parish. 
 

During the confirmation service, Bishop Martin will say this prayer: Almighty and ever living God, you have given 
these your servants new birth in baptism by water and the Spirit, and have forgiven them all their sins. Let your 
Holy Spirit rest upon them: the Spirit of wisdom and understanding; the Spirit of counsel and inward strength; 
the Spirit of knowledge and true godliness; and let their delight be in the fear of the Lord.  
 

As this prayer reminds us, at our confirmation we are strengthened in our baptismal identity through the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit and the Spirit’s gifts. We are told that the goods and virtues we strive after for our 
fulfilment, like wisdom, courage, knowledge and understanding, are not simply down to our own efforts but rather 
are a matter of God’s gifts and a share in God’s life. Being baptised and confirmed means living as those who 
make every effort to be open to God’s gifts in our world and trust in the power and presence of God’s grace 
particularly in prayer, word, sacrament and acts of service. This is how we grow in holiness and become temples 
of the Holy Spirit. This kind of openness to the Spirit, this kind of holy existence, is, moreover, one we can only 
ever live out with others. To truly receive God’s gifts we must share them with others as gifts. By the grace of 
confirmation, therefore, we are further turned outward to find our true identity beyond ourselves in Jesus Christ 
in the community of the Church. We are also plunged more deeply in to a sense of belonging to the body of 
Christ and living in solidarity with others according to the person God calls us by name to be. 
 

By opening their lives to God and letting themselves be guided and transformed by the Spirit, we pray that Sam, 
Emma and Ginnie will bring their own unique contributions to the building up of God's Church, the common good 
and the dignity of each person. Let us join them in this Gospel mission and let us rejoice and be glad of their 
company as we all seek to know Jesus more clearly, love him more dearly, and follow him more nearly, day by 
day. 
With my prayers and blessings, 

Fr Angus 
 

Friday is my day of rest unless the matter is very urgent. 
 
 

Sunday 12th  -    Lent 3  Parish Mass with Confirmation service with Bishop Martin at 10am. 
Monday 13th  -   St George’s Tots in the Centre – 10:30am to 12:00pm  
Tuesday 14th –  St George’s Church Choir rehearsal in the Centre @ 6pm 
                        WRAP Community Choir meet in the Centre @ 7.30pm 
Wednesday 15th  - Said Mass in the Lady Chapel - 11.30am 
                             Lent Group in Centre 7.30pm 
Thursday 16th - Said Mass in the Lady Chapel - 9.30am 
                          Stations of the Cross with Adoration – 2.00pm 
Friday 17th -   Fed and Nourished event, formerly the Pop up Pantry in Centre – 10.00am 
Sunday 19th –  Lent 4  Parish Mass 
 
Easter Flowers - At St George's we have a tradition of donating lilies for Easter in memory of a loved one or 
to help make the Church beautiful for Easter.  Prices vary, a Longi Lily costs in the region of £5 and Arum 
Lilies are usually more expensive.  Please speak to Sue Bainbridge or sign up on the list at the back of the 
Church  
 
Coffee Morning - We are having a coffee morning Saturday 1st April 10am-12noon combined with a book 
and bric-a-brac sale. We will be serving fresh coffee and cream, hot cross buns and cakes and biscuits. 
Entry will be £5 children free.  If you could make some cakes, we would be very grateful. Please let Sue 
Bainbridge know.  
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Holy Week and Easter Services: 
Palm Sunday April 2nd.: 10am Mass with procession starting at the Amphitheatre and dramatized reading of 

the Passion Gospel 

Monday-Wednesday 3rd to 5th April of Holy Week: 7:30pm Mass in Lady Chapel 

Maundy Thursday April 6th : 7:30pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper with foot washing followed by the watch until 

midnight 

Good Friday April 7th : family activities: 10am with Stations of the Cross for children 

Good Friday Solemn Liturgy of the Cross: 2:00pm with dramatized reading of the Passion and Veneration of 

the Cross 

Saturday April 8th : Easter Vigil and First Mass of Easter: 7pm 

Easter Sunday: April 9th : 10:00am with an Easter Egg hunt for children 

 
 

A message from Molly Howick about fundraising for her trip to Tanzania:  

Hello, I am fortunate enough to have been given the opportunity to visit Tanzania in July 2023 with Bishop 

Luffa’s sixth form and the charity Grassroots! Whilst there I will be supporting the local community through 

projects such as building work, feeding programmes, school visits, activities with local churches and much 

more. I am really excited for this experience and the adventures it will bring, which will no doubt stay with me 

for the rest of my life and look forward to sharing my stories with you all when I return. As part of my 

fundraising for this I will be holding a cake sale in the Centre after the morning service on Sunday 26th of 

March. I have also set up a go fund me page if any one feels they would like to contribute 

(https://gofund.me/bb2711b). Any support would be massively appreciated and help me on my journey!  

Thank you, so much and best wishes, Molly. 
 

 

Volunteers needed for the Access and Welfare Team at Big Church Festival.  27th &  28th May 2023 
The Big Church Festival, formally known as Big Church Day Out is a Christian non-profit music festival that 
takes place at Wiston, in West Sussex, is best known for its contemporary Christian music. A number of 
musical genres are represented at the festival including Christian Rock, Contemporary Worship Music, Gospel 
and Christian Rap. 
The Access and Welfare Team is headed up by Mary Acland from St Georges and she would love to speak 
with you if you might be interested in volunteering. You might be a good listener, or have experience 
supporting those with additional needs and their families, or be able to drive a golf buggy. Please chat to Mary 
after church or  email mary@bigchurchfestival.com or call her on 07887 948 263. 

 

 

The Newsletter. In early 2020 St George’s seemed to suffer a treble whammy; our Deacon Father Toby left us 
to take a parish in Swindon. The Rector, Father Tim, announced that he was to take up a new appointment in 
Worthing, and then on 26th March the Prime Minister announced new Covid-19 regulations requiring all places 
of worship to close.   
The churchwardens decided to send out a weekly newsletter to keep the congregation updated and to tell how 
others were dealing with the situation. In addition to our contributions we had several stories and photographs 
sent in which served to keep us together as a church family.  
Subsequently services returned and we were so fortunate that Father John Hall, KCVO, the former Dean of 
Westminster Abbey, joined us as a sequestrator until, in due course, Father Angus was appointed and 
installed as our Rector.                                                                                 
In that time the Newsletter has metamorphed into a weekly update of events, which, together with a 
contribution from Fr Angus, goes out to over 140 readers.  
However your editors feel that we would now be better served by a different form of communication and have 
decided that, as edition No.156, on March 26th marks the third anniversary of the first edition, we will end  the 
publication after that date.   With our thanks to all who have helped us over that time 

Geraldine and Ken 
                                                               
Father Angus is to send out a weekly message which will keep us all informed of services and events.  We will 
pass your e-addresses to him and will remove them from our records, but should you not wish this to happen 
please inform us before March 26th.     . 
 

Contact details:       
Parish Office:  Tel. 01243 782885 Email:  stgeorges@whyke.info                                                       
Rector:  Revd. Fr. Angus Reid  Tel. 01243 533112     Email: frangusreid@outlook.com  
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